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Convention  Board  (MBCB),  the  outreach  MHfflBBB 
included  a  world-class  motorcycle  show  ■ShERb| 
featuring  Tommi  Ahvala  that"  attracted  mB^BB* 
bikers  and  their  families  bv  the  hundreds 
to  the  parking  lot  of  Sturgis  Church. 

Ahvala,  a  two-time  world  champion 
from  Finland,  wowed  the  crowds  with  his 
precision  maneuvers  during  multiple  per- 
formances  at  the  church,  which  served  as  WM&BBS/& 
headquarters  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
evangelistic  outreach. 

From  spinning  within  inches  of  the  UflHHflj 

audience  rope  line  to  jumping  his  spe- 

daily-designed  motorcycle  over  a  prone  Vi 
person  wTUVSuT^^lTips,  Ahy^la  kept  PRtCISI 
spectators'  rapt  attention  right  up  to  the  stunt  rider, 
time  when  the  Plan  of  Salvation  was  pre-  riding  sho\ 
sented  at  the  end  of  his  performances,  by  the  Eva 

"It  was  a  great  success,"  said  S.A.  that  heard 

"Sonny"  Adkins,  Evangelism  Director - 

for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  numt 
Board.  "There  were  more  than  20,000  result 
people  at  the  rally.  Tommi  was  a  big  draw  show 
and  his  performances  turned  out  to  be  Bapti 
one  of  the  highlights  of  the  rally.  There  a  seg 
were  at  least  12  professions  of  faith  and  a  large! 


ig  out  evangelism  pamphlets  Baptist  Bikers  Association, 
morning  of  August  2l.  Adkins  said  he  is  in  the  process  of 

r  main  purpose  should  be  to  evaluating  the  convention  board's  par- 
i  lost  ana  dying  world  for  Jesus  ticipation  in  this  year's  rally,  the  first 
Bikers  need  to  hear  the  Gospel  time  Mississippi  Baptists  nave  been 
;e,  too,"  said  Ray  Brewer,  a  involved  in  the  seven-year-old  event. 
it  of  the  Christian  Motorcyclists  Adkins  said  no  decision  has  been 
ation  (CMA).  "This  has  been  a  made  on  participating  in  the  2005  Little 
g  to  us;  we  have  been  faithful  Sturgis  rally,  but  he  said  is  hopeful 
*es  for  years."  ‘  Mississippi  Baptists  will  have  a  presence 

r  Gibson,  CMA  state  coordinator  there  for  years  to  come, 
member  of  Crossgates  Church,  Evangelism  activities  sponsored  by 
m,  also  attended  the  rally  and  MBCB  are  supported  by  gifts  to  die 
as  one  of  the  Mississippi  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  and  the 
s  who  presented  the  Plan  of  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering.  For 
on  after  the  Ahvala  perfor-  more  information  on  MBCB  evangelism 
i  at  Sturgis  Church.  activities,  contact  Adkins  at  P.O.  Box  530, 

Mississippi  rally  is  nicknamed  Jackson,  MS  392054)530.  Telephone:  (601) 
Sturgis,'  after  the  largest  motor-  292-3278  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
illy  m  the  world  held  annually  748-1651,  ext.  278.  E-mail:  esmith9mbcb.org. 


HOW  YOU  VOTE 
TODAY  IMPACTS  ' 
TOMORROW. 


Bill  Clinton,  and  the  meaning  of  Values 


Editor's 

Notebook 


ROAD  READY  —  In  addition  to  its  website,  the  iVoteValues.com  voter  mobilization  and  edu¬ 
cation  effort  will  feature  a  specially  outfitted  tractor-trailer  in  a  tour  of  cities  across  the  U.S.  The 
non-partisan  iVoteValues.com  campaign  aims  to  register  new  voters  and  encourage  all  voters  to 
remember  their  values  as  fall  election  balloting  nears.  (Photo  courtesy  of  ERLC) 


them  didn't  have  any  values.  And  people  shouldn't  be  discriminated  confident  of  their  values?"  asked  Richard 
to  them,  values  are  anti-abortion,  against,  and  I  don't  think  Jesus  ever  had  Land,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
anti-gay  rights,  concentration  of  much  to  say  about  that.”  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commission 

wealth  and  power.  But  as  I  said.  Furthermore,  "My  values  compel  me  to  in  Nashville  and  point  man  for  the 
Jesus  didn’t  have  much  to  say  about  be  concerned  about  an  economy  with  no  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  involve- 
what  they  say  are  the  values  of  new  jobs,  incomes  going  down  [and]  ment  in  iVotevalues.com. 

Christians  toaay.  And  yet,  these  poverty  rising,"  said  Clinton.  Undoubtedly,  Clinton  is  sweating  this 

people  really  do  believe  they  are  in  "Don't  let  somebody  tell  you're  not  a  voter  initiative  because  he  fears  it  could 
possession  of  the  absolute  truth.”  good  Christian  because  your  views  on  actually  have  an  impact  on  the  direction 
According  to  Baptist  Press,  the  certain  issues  don't  fit  the  party  line  of  of  the  country.  To  many  people  in  his 
source  of  this  information  on  the  values  voter  crowd.  Ana  remind  political  camp,  placing  values  at  the 
Clinton's  recent  speech  at  ultra-  them  that  all  have  sinned  and  fallen  forefront  of  the  national  agenda  is  the 
liberal  Riverside  Church  in  New  short  of  God’s  glory  and  that  all  of  us  see  kind  of  threat  they  most  dread. 

York  City,  it  was  not  clear  whether  through  a  glass  darkly  and  all  of  us  Why?  Perhaps  it  is  because  they  know 
he  was  referring  to  Republicans  or  know  only  in  part,"  Clinton  concluded.  they  are  failing  the  people  of  the  American 
Southern  Baptists  when  he  said  The  source  of  the  former  president's  heartland  —  the  area  of  the  country 
"these  people."  angst  seems  to  be  the  iVoteValues.com  cam-  between  New  York  City  and  Los  Angeles 

No  matter.  Clinton,  who  professes  to  paign,  a  growing  non-partisan  effort  to  reg-  they  cynically  refer  to  as  "flyover  country." 
be  Southern  Baptist,  went  on  to  detail  his  ister  new  voters  for  the  upcoming  fall  elec-  Thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for  reminding 
own  values:  "I  nave  never  met  anybody  tion  and  encourage  all  voters  to  consider  us  how  far  out  of  touch  are  many  of  the 
that  was  pro-abortion,  and  that  s  not  their  values  when  they  mark  their  ballots.  people  of  your  liberal  political  and  reli- 
what  pro-cnoice  means.  It  just  means  we  "It’s  amazing  to  me  that  when  we  start  gious  persuasion,  and  how  far  we  have  to 
don’t  criminalize  mothers  and  the  doc-  encouraging  people  to  vote  values,  they  go  to  win  the  nation  over  to  a  true  under- 
tors.  I'm  not  ashamed  to  believe  that  gay  think  they're  being  attacked.  Are  they  not  standing  of  the  meaning  of  Christianity. 
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Baptist  Medical  Center 
1  and  charity  care 
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Recently  Baptist  Medical 
Center  ana  many  other  fine  hos¬ 
pitals  across  our  country  have 
been  attacked.  On  June  17,  plain¬ 
tiff  lawyers  filed  the  first  wave 
of  lawsuits  against  not-for-profit  pay.  It  is  through  wise  steward 
hospitals.  Since  that  time  suits  ~l  e 
have  been  filed  against  approxi¬ 
mately  500  not-for-profit  hospi¬ 
tals  in  more  than  23  states. 

Three  Mississippi  hospitals 
Jiave  been  affected.  Lawsuits 
have  been  filed  against  St.1 
Dominic  Memorial  Hospital 
Jackson  and  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center.  North 
Mississippi  Medical  Center  in 
Tupelo, 

lawsuit,  has  reached  a  settlement 
agreement  with  plaintiff  lawyers. 

While  plaintiff  lawyers  nave 
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our  community  who  truly  cannot  chase  health  insurance  but  who  guided  attempt  to  use  the  fed- 
*  ‘  '  J  1-  have  made  a  personal,  conscious  era!  courts  to  rewrite  national 

ship  of  our  resources  that  we  are  choice  to  be  uninsured.  Because  healthcare  policy.  These  law- 
able  to  provide  charity  care.  A  of  the  rising  cost  of  health  insur-  suits  filed  against  not-for-profit 
claim  Baptist  has  not  met  our  ance,  the  number  of  individuals  hospitals  will  not  increase  the 
obligation  is  preposterous.  in  this  last  category  is  increasing,  poor's  ability  to  pay  for  ser- 

Plaintiff  lawyers  also  con-  Those  who  are  uninsured  by  vices  nor  improve  the  health 
tend  not-for-profit  hospitals  choice  should  not  be  afforded  insurance  coverage  of  our  pop- 
charge  the  uninsured  more  the  benefit  of  charity  care.  ulation  but  it  will  cost  all  of  us 

in  than  any  other  group  of  At  Baptist,  we  have  policies  millions  of  dollars  in  legal  fees. 

Ratients.  The  truth  is,  Baptist  regarding  payment  from  When  hospitals  must  pay  attor- 

as  one  fee  schedule  for  all  patients  who  nave  no  insurance  neys'  fees  to  combat  these  accu- 

patient  charges.  but  have  adequate  financial  sations,  the  legal  expenses  have 

not  named  in  a  However,  Medicare  alone  resources  to  meet  their  obliga-  to  be  passed  along  to  patients. 

determines  how  much  Baptist  tion.  Additionally,  we  have  The  important  issue  of  health 
rers.  will  receive  for  services  provid-  responsible  collection  proce-  care  for  the  uninsured  in  the 
ed  to  Medicare  patients,  dures  for  those  who  choose  not  United  States  is  very  complex 
Managed  care  plans,  through  to  pay.  Charity  care  is  provided  and  must  be  addressed  by 
contractual  relationships,  nego-  for  those  who  tnily  can  not  pay.  Congress.  We  firmly  believe  that 
tiate  discounted  rates  for  their  In  central  and  north  Baptist  and  other  not-for-profit 
members.  For  uninsured  Mississippi,  there  are  several  hospitals  are  part  of  the  solution 
patients.  Baptist  offers  a  range  of  hospitals  with  the  word  ana  should  not  be  made  targets 

ciiscounts  and  payment  plans.  "Baptist"  in  their  name,  of  lawsuits.  Nationwide  class 

Jt  must  be  pointed  out  that  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  action  lawsuits  cannot  solve  the 
not  all  uninsured  patients  are  Center  in  Jackson  is  not  affiliat-  problem.  However,  they  can 
the  same.  There  are  individu-  ed  with  any  other  "Baptist"  handsomely  benefit  the  plaintiff 
als  who  are  truly  unable  to  pay  hospital  in  tne  state  or  region,  attorneys  involved, 
for  insurance  coverage.  These  In  order  to  provide  the  health-  No  matter  the  outcome  of 
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Three  years  later,  9/11  still  fresh  in  memory 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 

For  some,  the  images  have 
faded  into  recent  history.  For 
many  more,  however,  there  are 
searing  memories  that  will 
never  go  away.  As  the  third 
anniversary  of  the  9/11  attacks 
approaches,  a  pair  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  disaster 
relief  volunteers  looked  back  at 
their  time  in  New  York  City 
after  the  attacks  and  recalled 
the  many  opportunities  for 
ministry  they  encountered. 

Paul  Cassibry  of  Clinton,  a 
longtime  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Task  Force 
volunteer,  remembered  his 
arrival  in  New  York  City 
shortly  after  the  attacks. 

"We  were  approaching  the 
city  on  Interstate  95,  which  nad  a 
spectacular  view  of  the  World 
Trade  Center.  Where  the  towers 
should  have  been,  all  I  could  see 
was  smoke  coming  up  from  the 
site.  That  was  just  awesome," 
said  the  retired  U.S.  Army  chap¬ 
lain  and  former  educator. 

Cassibry,  who  made  three 
trips  to  New  York  City  after 
the  attacks  to  help  residents, 
recalled  the  tremendous  need 
of  people  just  to  talk  with 
someone,  to  tell  someone 
their  story  —  where  they 
were,  what  happened,  their 
missing  loved  ones. 

"The  firemen,  the  police, 
and  the  other  emergency  per¬ 
sonnel  were  especially  torn 
between  being  at  their  posts 
and  wanting  to  go  down  to 
Ground  Zero  to  help  search  for 
their  missing  friends  and  co¬ 
workers.  We  heard  that  every¬ 
where  we  went,"  he  said. 

The  hurt  and  desperation 


felt  by  so  many  New  Yorkers, 
who  had  lost  so  much,  provid¬ 
ed  the  Mississippi  Baptist  vol¬ 
unteers  with  many  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  talk  with  about  nope  and 
faith  issues  in  the  context  of 
Christianity,  said  Cassibry. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in 
New  York  City,  Cassibry  was 
assigned  to  the  American  Red 
Cross  center  where  family 
members  came  to  seek  infor¬ 
mation  on  their  missing  loved 
ones.  ''That  gave  me  the 
chance  to  minister  not  only  to 
the  victims,  but  also  to  the 
people  helping  the  victims 
who  were  also  hurting  and 
searching  for  answers." 

Cassibry,  an  uncle  of 


Mississippi  Woman's 

Missionary  Union  Executive 
Director  Kay  Cassibry,  points  to 
what  is  for  him  one  of  the  most 
important  elements  of  what 
happened  on  9/11.  "The  big 
thing  is,  don't  forget,"  he  said. 

"There  are  vivid  memories 
that  I'll  certainly  never  forget," 
said  Don  Gann,  who  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  Wynndale  Church,  Terry, 
and  a  member  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Task  Force  when  he  was 
sent  to  New  York  City  in  the 
weeks  after  the  attack.  He  is 
now  a  consultant  in  the  Men's 
Ministry  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB),  and  remains 
heavily  involved  in  the  depart¬ 
ment's  disaster  relief  programs. 

"I  remember  Ground  Zero 
being  almost  surreal.  The 
noise  was  so  loud  from  all  the 
heavy  machinery  at  work.  I'll 
never  forget'  the  smell, 
because  I'a  never  smelled 
anything  like  it  before  or 
since.  It  was  sort  of  an  acid 
smell,"  said  Gann,  who  most 
recently  served  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Task  Force  during  their 
current  activation  in  Florida. 

Gann  recalled  when  the 
families  who  had  lost  loved 


ones  at  Ground  Zero  were 
escorted  into  the  area  for  the 
first  time,  to  see  where  their 
loved  ones  had  died. 

"It  had  been  about  a  month 
since  the  attacks.  We  weren't 
involved  in  the  process,  but 
from  where  we  were  working 
we  could  see  them  going  in. 
There  was  a  chaplain 
assigned  to  each  family  mem¬ 
ber  —  and  many  of  them  were 
Southern  Baptist  chaplains. 
You  wanted  so  much  to  make 
things  right  for  those  people, 
and  then  you  realized  there 
was  only  so  much  you  could 
do.  You  couldn't  replace  their 
loved  ones,"  he  said. 

Gann  was  heavily  involved  in 
Operation  Dust  Out,  where 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers 
helped  New  Yorkers  restore  their 
apartments  by  cleaning  up  the 
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TEARFUL  IMAGES  —  One  of  the  most  powerful  images  of  the 
Sept.  1 1  terrorist  attacks  remains  fresh  in  the  minds  of  many:  Lt. 
Col.  Ellen  McArthur's  display  of  an  American  flag  pulled  from  the 
World  Trade  Center's  ruins.  (BP  Photo) 


layers  of  dust  and  filth  left  by  the 
twin  towers'  collapse. 

"It  was  eerie,  like  time  had 
been  frozen.  There  were 
breakfast  dishes  still  on  the 
table  a  month  later,  where 
people  had  to  get  up  and  leave 
in  a  hurry.  Everything  was 
white  from  the  dust,"  he  said. 

Gann  said  even  the  most  hard- 
nosed  New  Yorkers  were  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  hard  work  and 
generosity  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  volunteers.  "We  would 
be  riding  the  subway  and  people 
would  see  our  ID  cards  dipped 
on  our  jackets.  They  would  ask 
us  why  we  were  there,  why  we 
cared.  Then  we  were  able  to  tell 
them  why  we  were  there,  and 
why  we  cared." 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Task  Force  is  supported  by 
gifts  to  the  Margaret  Lackey  State 
Mission  Offering  anti  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 
For  more  information  on  disaster 
relief  ministries ,  contact  the  MBCB 
Men's  Ministry  Department  at  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3334  or  toll 
free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
ext.  334.  E-mail:cwright@mbcb.org. 
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Led  by  the  Vatican  as  a  controversial  summit  on  world  population 
nears,  critics  of  the  United  States  abortion  policy  charge  Vice  President 
A1  Gore  with  misrepresenting  the  Clinton  administration's  position  . 


Bettye  Bingham,  secretary  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB)  Evangelism  Department,  designs  four  banners  to  be 
used  in  the  MBCB  Church  Music  Department's  40th  Anniversary  cel¬ 
ebration,  held  in  associations  across  the  state. 


Mississippi  College  students  Felix  Snipes,  Frank  Lowe,  and  Rob 
Roby  lead  in  a  successful  youth  revival  at  Mize  Church,  Mize.  There 
were  several  rededications  and  conversions. 
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Contentment 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


ize  one  million  people 


June  2005  and  J 
more  than  twice 


sm  transformation 
for  the  SBC,  and 
ever  been  a  time 
SBC  needed  to 
unity  of  purpose 

is  open  to  every 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Miss,  churches  celebrate  significant  anniversaries 

CLINTON,  Miss.  (Special)  -  significant  anniversaries  in  •  Juniper  Grove  (Pearl  River) 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  2005  but  not  on  the  list  below  •  Sebastopol  (Scott) 

Historical  Commission,  housed  to  contact  the  commission.  •  Shady  Grove  (Smith) 
on  the  campus  of  Mississippi  Each  church  with  a  signifi- 
College  in  Clinton,  has  cant  anniversary  in  2005  will  125  years 

announced  that  54  Mississippi  receive  a  framed  certificate  •  Harmony  (Clarke) 

Baptist  churches  will  celebrate  and  a  letter  of  commendation  •  New  Salem  (Franklin) 

significant  anniversaries  during  from  the  Commission,  •  Center  Grove  (Gold.  Triangle) 

2005,  representing  6,475  years  McMillan  said.  Significant  •  New  Salem  (Gold.  Triangle) 
of  service  in  Kingdom  work.  anniversary  churches  of  which  •  Antioch  (Itawamba) 

"The  Commission  is  the  Commission  is  presently  •  First,  Carthage  (Leake) 
delighted  to  assist  churches  in  aware,  along  with  association  •  Clear  Branch  (Lincoln) 

planning,  executing,  and  eval-  membership,  include:  •  Cross  Roads  (Newton) 

uating  special  anniversary  •  Macedonia  (Northwest) 

celebrations,"  said  Edward  L.  175  years  •  Jericho  (Union  County) 

McMillan,  the  Commission's  •  Hickory  Grove  (Lauderdale) 

executive  secretary.  To  assist  •  Mt.  Pleasant  (Newton)  100  years 

churches  in  those  celebra-  •  Providence  (North  Central)  •  Vardaman  (Calhoun) 
tions,  McMillan  said  the  •  Van  Vleet  (Chickasaw) 

Commission  has  scheduled  a  150  years  •  First,  Woodland  (Chickasaw; 

workshop  for  February  19,  •  First,  Corinth  (Alcorn)  •  Pine  Grove  (Clarke) 

2005,  at  First  Church,  Clinton.  •  First,  Kossuth  (Alcom)  •  Phalti  (Cov.-Jeff  Davis) 

For  more  information  on  •  First,  Pittsboro  (Calhoun)  •  Meadville  (Franklin) 

the  workshop,  contact  the  •  Rocky  Mount  (Calhoun)  •  Longview  (Golden  Tri.) 

Commission  at  P.O.  Box  4024,  •  Good  Hope  (Leake)  •  First,  Leakesville  (Green) 

Clinton,  MS  39058.  Telephone:  •  First,  Guntown  (Lee)  •  East  Howard  (Gulf  Coast) 

(601)  925-3434.  E-mail:  •  Pine  Grove  (Neshoba)  •  Grace  Mem.  (Gulf  Coast)  $  *  j,  $  £  IP  PI 

mbhc@mc.edu.  McMillan  also  •  Good  Hope  (Newton)  •  Stringer  (Jasper)  D  A  Tj'  I  Cr  I  V 

urged  churches  celebrating  •  Corinth  (Pearl  River)  •  Lowry  Creek  (Jones)  Jjiii  J.  AO  A  O 


First,  Sumrall  (Lamar) 
Midway  (Lauderdale) 

New  Hebron  (Lawrence) 
Nola  (Lawrence) 

Freeny  (Leake) 

Big  Springs  (Lincoln) 

Pearl  Haven  (Lincoln) 
Glading  (Mississippi) 

Laurel  Hill  (Neshpoa) 

Canaan  (New  Choctaw) 

Paul  (North  Central) 
Crenshaw  (Panola) 

W.  Union  (Pearl  River) 
Navilla  (Pike) 

Algoma  (Pontotoc) 

Rose  Hill  (Smith) 

Beech  Springs  (Union  County) 
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Mt.  Zion,  Florence:  Revival 


Eastwood,  Indianola: 

tion,  call  (601)  657-4829.  Revival  October  3-6;  Bob  Hill, 

Calvary,  Cleveland,  speaker; 
Steele,  Forest:  Revival  Steve  and  Becky  Carver,  One 
September  6-8;  Danny  Lanier,  Way  Ministries,  music. 

Little  Rock,  evangelist;  Tony 
list;  Jimmy  Massey,  music;  Reggie  Williams,  Sandersville,  Sandersville: 
rell  Road,  pastor;  all  are  invited;  for  more  Revival  September  19-22; 
Don  Kleeb,  information,  call  (601)  469^567.  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
and  Brenda  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Wayne 

ministers;  all  New  Prospect,  Brookhaven:  Dubose,  First,  Minden,  La., 
September  12;  Sunday  School,  evangelist;  James  Jolly, 
10  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  meal  Oakland  Grove,  Laurel, 
Madison:  at  noon;  afternoon  service,  1:15  music;  Donnie  Parker,  pastor, 
and  Revival  p.m.;  James  A.  Case,  guest 

5;  Sunday,  speaker;  Edward  Rhinewalt,  Ruth,  Ruth:  Homecoming 
e  burning  at  music  director;  The  Smiths,  September  12;  services,  10 
nner  on  the  music;  Willie  T.  Welch,  pastor.  a.m.  and  11  a.m.;  fellowship 


No  BR  issue 
on  Sept.  9 


Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  The  Baptist  Record  to 
50  issues  per  year,  the  news¬ 
paper  will  not  publish  on 
Sepember  9.  Regular  dead¬ 
lines  for  the  September  16 
issue  will  remain  in  effect. 


Monticello:  A  Wild  Game  Dinner,  a 

»ber  12-15;  Mississippi  College  athletics 
and  7  p.m.;  fundraiser,  will  be  held 
p.m.,  with  September  7  Anderson  Hall, 
i  at  noon  B.C.  Rogers  Student  Center,  on 
enior  adult  the  MC  campus,  Clinton.  A 
9  a.m.  reception  begms  at  6:30  p.m. 
Smith,  evan-  and  the  banquet  at  7  p.m.  Billy 
d  Suzanne  Joe  Cross  will  prepare  the  din- 
local  law  ner.  Archie  Manning  will  be 
ers  and  fire-  speaking.  For  more  informa- 


Bibliociph 

By  Charles  Marx,  1932  - 
copyrighted  1994 


tion,  contact  (601)  925-3341 
turman@mc.edu. 


RTA  ZU  XRNA  ITHY 


!wvnt\  students  graduated 

wesson.  !n  >tn  tin  mis  \  e.n  ,  >ld  jiu-ri-r  .  • 

1 -M  \  science  in  nursing  program  ./,] ^  eg 

Matt  August  at  William  Carey 

>evan-  College,  Gulfport  campus.  Royce,  Waller,  Prevost,  and  Hasselman 

Bethel,  Enrollment  figures  for  the  fall 

Wayne  include  22  new  students  and  five  campus.  Approximately  132  stu-  Thomas  P. 

returning  students  for  a  total  of  dents  received  degrees.  Lee  G.  Slayden,  received  1 
27.  The  undergraduate  nursing  Royce,  MC  President,  conferred  of  Theology  with 
revival  program  has  set  record  breaking  degrees.  Presiding  Justice  tion  in  missio 

11a.m.  figures  with  175  declared  nursing  Supreme  Court,  William  L.  Southwestern 
.,  10:30  majors  beginning  school  in  the  Waller,  Jr.,  delivered  the  com-  Theological 
Wrute,  fall.  Marilyn  Cooksey,  WCC  mencement  address.  David  Seminary 
igham,  nursing  professor  since  1991,  will  Prevost,  Minister  of  Music  at  May  7.  V 

castor.  serve  as  coordinator  of  the  grad-  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo,  Pictured  is  cfl 

uate  program.  brought  the  invocation.  Gerald  Jamieson.  He  J 

‘berty:  ...  Hasselman,  associate  professor,  is  currently  B 

12-15;  Mississippi  College  held  its  School  of  Education,  brought  employed  by  ^ ■ 

dinner  summer  2004  graduation  com-  the  benediction.  Pictured  (from  The  Billy  B I 
nds;  7  mencement  ceremonies  July  31  left)  are  Royce,  Waller,  Prevost,  Graham  SM 


HZUG,  ZYP  NX  NH  HZRH 


QU  XYIDZH  GU?  PNXH 


QU  TYH  HZRH  N  GIXH 


LU  RLYIH  GQ  CRHZUO'X 


LIXNTUXX? 


EIVU  HPY:  CYOHQ-TNTU 


Clue:  Q  -  Y 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 
Psalm  70:4 


Jamieson 


Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive?  Call  our  toll  free  Quote  line  today. 
We  can  help! 

Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  plan...  L<«  I  Call  today  for  fr«  infom»<k 

Rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  optional  benefits  for:  i,:, 

Doctor's  office  visits,  Prescription  drugs,  Insurance  Marketins 

Dental.  Do  you  have  current  Health  j  ‘ 

conditions  such  as  High  Blood  Pressure, 
etc...Call  today!  We  Can  Help! 

Medicare  Supplement  Plans  A,  B,  C,  Lfi  4  ©resit  tolMtee; 

F,  &  G...  Low  Rates!  Disability 
Supplement  Available,  RX  Card  included  - 
Senior  Dental  Available! 


For  The  "Right  Deal 
On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  BUI  Clark 

601-992-4149 

601-750-2364 


Hearing  is  Believin 


For  a  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1  <800<844<1 200  or  Hattlasburg  1-800-844-5821 
or  go  online  at  www.audloaarvlcaa.org 

Sessional  Sound  A 

wn  Design  and  - 


Agents  needed:  For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today.  Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 

"Quality  Insurance  Service  for  over  25  years!" 


ith  /  School  /  Commercial 


The  Baptist  Record 


izim 

Insurai 

flee  Marketing 

I'* 


_ 


The  GAs  of  North  Carrollton 
Church,  North  Carrollton,  were 
recently  recognized  by  receiving 
charms/bracelets  for  completing 
World  Ventures  and  badges  for 
missions  work  throughout  the 
year.  Paul  Smith  presented  the 
awards.  GA  leaders  are  Sissy 
Lloyd  and  Debbie  Clark. 
Pictured  (from  left,  front)  are 
Mauri  Suggs,  Jordan  Haynes, 
Laynee  Claire  Marchant,  Maggie 
Lloyd,  (back)  Jade  Wrenn,  Paula 
Smith,  Taylor  Brower,  Morgan 
Clark,  ana  Julia  McClellan. 

On  August  1  Petal-Harvey 
Church,  Petal,  recognized 
their  pastor,  David 


Robert  Perry  and  David  Grumbach 


Grumbach,  for  five  years  of 
service  to  the  church.  Robert 
Perry  presented  Grumbach  a 
plaque  in  appreciation. 

George  Martin,  Jerald  Welch, 
and  Jim  Futral,  MBCB,  are  pic¬ 
tured  cutting  die  ribbon  to  the 
official  opening  of  the  new 


Holmes  Baptist  Association 
multi-purpose  building  in 
Lexington  July  18.  Futral  brought 
a  special  dedicatory  message. 
Most  of  the  construction  was 
completed  by  volunteer  labor, 
including  installation  of  the 
metal  roofing. 

Crystal  Springs  Church, 
Tylertown,  recently  sent  a  mis¬ 
sion  team  to  Arlington,  Texas, 
and  New  Orleans,  La.  Ten  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  were  made  by  chil¬ 
dren  during  the  week.  The  stu¬ 
dents  shared  testimonies  at 
Crystal  Springs  Church  and 
Bunker  Hill  Church,  Columbia. 
Danny  Stevens  is  pastor.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Whitney  Dyess, 
Emily  Ladner,  April  Purvis, 
Olivia  Herring,  Kayla  Stevens, 
Kole  Stringer,  Lindsey  Beard, 
Orry  Thomas,  Abby  McCain, 
Jessica  Stodghill,  and  Forrest 
Stodghill,  youth  pastor. 


GAs  of  North  Carrollton  Church,  North  Carrollton 


The  Providentals 


The  Providentials  Quartet 

will  be  in  concert  at 
Woolmarket  Church,  Biloxi; 
September  5  at  7  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (228)  392- 
5622.  Paul  Crowley  is  pastor. 


George  Martin,  Jerald  Welch,  and  Jim  Futral 


Just  for  the  Record 


Inines  l.  Messer  Ministries 


Presents  200b  . 


Youth  of  Crystal  Springs  Church,  Tylertown 


LifeWay  Church  Buses 

—  1-800-370-6180 

www.carpenterbus.com 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 


Sunday  9/1 2/04  -  Wednesday  9/1 5/04 

First  Baptist  Church  Florence 

Dr.  Dwight  Smith.  Pastor 
102  East  Main  Street 
Florence.  MS  39042  •  601  845  7578 


Sunday  9/12  at  6:00  pm  Special  Music 
Music  Evangelist  Phil  Willis  St  Children’s  Evangelist  John  Yates 

Monday  9/13  -  Wednesday  9/15 
12:00  Noon  FREE  LUNCH  •  Evangelist  James  Messer 
Evening  Music  at  6:30  pm  •  Preaching  at  7:00  pm 


Sunday  9/12  •  10:30  am  St  6:30  pm 
Emir  Caner  •  Southeastern  BTS  •  Former  Muslim 

Monday  9/13 

Junior  Hill  •  Evangelist  •  Hartselle,  Alabama 

T\iesday9/14  L 

+  r.  Ergun  Caner  •  Liberty  University  •  Former  Muslim  -FI' 

l  jT  Wednesday  9/15  •  ■ 

Harold  Danley  •  Evangelist  •  Elaine,  Arkansas 
Jimmy  Jackson*  Pastor,  Whitesburg  Baptist  Church  •  Huntsville,  Alabama 


Children’s  Worship  •  Sunday  10:30  &  6:30  •  Mon  -  Wed  7:00  pm 

Special  Music  at  6:30  pm 

Monday  •  The  Bennetts  —  Thesday  •  Bible  Tbnes 
Wednesday  •  Sons  of  the  Father  &  Endless  Praise 


T5ro  James  is  scheduling  now  for  2005 
call  earlv  t « •  reserve  vour  First  elioice  dates:  (800)  653-6652 
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SINGLES 

MissionsLab 

September  24-25, 2004 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


24  Hour 
Extreme 
Makeover 


hands-on 

ministry 

testimonies 

fellowship 

worship 

celebrations 


Registrations  must  be  postmarked 
by  September  8,  2004.  Refunds  will 
not  be  available  after  that  time,  but 
substitutions  may  be  m^de. 

Sponsored  by.MBCB  WMU,  Men’s  Ministry  & 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
For  information,  please  contact  Tammy 
Anderson  at  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  323,  or 
tanderson  @  mbcb.org, 
or  download  a  registration  form  at 
www.mbcb.org.  or  http://www.mbcb.org/mis- 
sion_strategy/wmu/calendar.aspx 


Singles  MissionsLab  Registration 

Contact  person _ _ 

Home  (  )  _ Work  (  )  _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip 

Fax  (  ) _ E-mail _ 

Church  membership  _ _ _ _ _ 


City _ Association _ 

No.  of  females  in  group  _  No.  of  males  in  group _ 

(Please  attach  the  names,  t-shirt  sizes,  addresses,  phone  numbers  and  E-mails 
for  each  participant  you  are  registering.) 


LODGING:  (choose  one) 

GUEST  HOUSE: _ $14  per  person,  includes  linens 

CABINS:  $8  per  person,  does  not  include  linens 


MEALS:  ( 

_ $25  total  meal  package  or 

- $7  Fri.  Dinner, _ $5  Sat.  Bkf. _ $6  Sat.  Lunch., 


TRVRimifiinr'iiRtntti 


$7  Sat.  Dinner 


LODGING  COST  $  -  YOUR  TEAM'S  MINISTRY  CHOICE: 

+  MEAL  COST  $ _ (register  each  team  separately) 

+  MINISTRY  FEE  $  5.00  _ Light  constructlon/weatherizatlon 

SUBTOTAL  $  _  _  Children’s  ministries  (Backyard  Bible 

X _ #  of  participants  Clubs,  etc.) 

=  TOTAL  PAID:  $  _ Act*  of  Kindness  (acts  helping  people) 

_ Social  ministries  (food,  clothing) 

Make  checks  payable  to  Camp  Garaywa  and  mail  to: 

Camp  Garaywa,  3 12  Camp  Garaywa  Rd.,  Clinton,  MS  39056 
Optional  lodging  at  nearby  hotels:  Comfort  Inn  (601-924-9364),  Days  Inn  (6 01- 
925-5065),  Hamption  Inn  (601-925-9393),  Holiday  Inn  Exp.  ( 601-924-0064 ) 


Corning  soon  tor  all  vour  (oat  hors 


and  workers 


Children < 


I  ii't  lldfilisl  (  lum  h.  l>ilo\i.  •  Xou'mhei  >  t,  'DU  I 


Special  Ministries 
Retreat 

September  1 0-1 1 ,  2004 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 

For  Exceptional  persons  (12  yrs.  and  older), 
their  pastors/ministers, 
parents,  teachers  and  friends. 


There  will  be  games,  Bible  study,  singing  and 
lots  of  fun  for  all  participants.  The  theme  is  "Rickshaw 
Rally  -  Racing  to  the  Son." 


Registration  begins  3  p.m., 
September  1 0.  The  retreat  con¬ 
cludes  at  1  p.m.,  September  1 1 . 
Cost  is  $35  and  includes 
overnight  lodging  and  three 
meals.  Please  bring  one  adult 
counselor  for  every  five  campers. 


.  r 


Cassi^ry 


Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada  •  October  8-9, 2004 
Mississippi  WMU’s  final  125th  anniversary  celebration 

Friday  sessions: 

Worship  at  12:45  p.m. 

Breakout  sessions  at  3:30  p.m. 

Worship  at  6:30  p.m. 

Saturday  sessions: 

Breakfast  for  former  members  of 
Mississippi  WMU  Executive  Board  at  7:30  a.m. 

Breakout  sessions  at  8:45  a.m. 

Closing  worship  celebration  from  10  a.m.  until  12:15  p.m. 

•  The  Singing  Churchmen  in  concert 

•  Missionaries  and  missionary  parents 
•  Missions  Banquet  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 

Associational  and  church  displays  depicting  God's  faithfulness 

•  Preschoolers  on  Fbrade 
•  Personal  interviews  by  age  levels 

•  A  drama  team  and  more! 

Child  care  will  be  provided  by  registration  only. 

Call  Kerron  Moorman  at  662.226.5316.  Reservations 
will  be  taken  up  to  2  weeks  before  the  event. 

A  section  for  deaf  interpretation  will  be  provided 
during  the  worship  celebrations. 


i 


J» 


Jim 

Futral 


Wanda 

Lee 


33rd  Annual 

October  1-2,  2004  •  First  Baptist  Church,  Corinth,  Miss. 


Registration 
at  9  a.m.  on 
Friday 


Dinner  Speaker 

Robin  (ones  Gunn 

Portland,  Oregon 
A  best-selling,  award-winning  author  of 
over  46  books  with  3  million  copies  of  her 
titles  sold  worldwide 

Program  Personalities 


RETHANDttWS 

Dallas,  Texas 


Denham  Springs,  La. 
SUZANNE  BURTON 

Huntsville,  Ala. 


STEPHEN  CATHEY 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
RITA  KIRKLAND 
Euless,  Texas 
CAROLYN  WALKER 
Chkkamauga,  Ca. 


Training  at  the  Crossroads 

For  more  info,  contact  Communication  Services  at  601  -292-3378  or  1  -800-748-1 651  CMURCM  l,B*A*T 


V  33RD  ANNUAL  STATE  CLM  CONFERENCE 

First  Baptist  Church,  Corinth  -  October  1  -2,  2004 
Friday,  9  a.m.  -  8:15  p.m.,  Saturday  8  a.m.  - 12:15  p.m. 

□  Yes,  I  want  to  attend  the  2004  Church  Library  Ministry  Conference. 

Name _ _ _ 

(List  additional  names  and  addresses  on  a  separate  sheet.) 

Address _ _ _ _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Phone  (daytime) _  (home) _ 

Church  Name _ Association _ 

I  need _ reservation(s)  for  the  Friday  lunch.  I  need  _ reservation(s)  for  the  Friday  dinner. 

Cost  per  person  -  $20.  The  registration  fee  includes  lunch,  dinner  and  registration  packet  No  refund  for  any  meals  not  taken. 
TOTAL  (Number  of  persons  x  $20)  $  _ 

*• «... 

Registration  Deadline  Is  ...  SEPTEMBER  22,  2004 

Please  attach  a  list  of  names  for  whom  the  reservations  have  been  made.  Reservations  Are  Nonrefundable  After  September  22. 

Make  check  payable  to  the  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD.  r  f. 

Mail  to:  COMMUNICATION  SERVICES/CLM  •  PO  Box  530  •  Jackson  MS  39205-0530 


. 
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"Hope  When  Believers  Struggle: 

Studi&  in  the 
p|  Gospel  of  Mark" 


January 
Bible  Study 
Preview  Clinics 


onrer'enee 


Leading  the  studies  this 
year  are: 


September  20,  2004 

•  Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue 
Mountain 

•  BSU,  Delta  State  University, 
Cleveland 

•  FBC,  Biloxi 


Ivan  Parke 
Assistant  Professor  of 
Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy,  Mississippi 
College,  Clinton 
(Delta  State;  NWMSCC; 
Lauderdale  Association) 


September  21,  2004 

•  BSU,  Northwest  Mississippi 
Community  College,  Senatobia 

•  Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 

•  William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg 


OUR  GUEST  SPEAKER 


Eugene  Dobbs 
Retired  Associate 
Executive  Director,  MBCB 
Church  Ministries  Consultant, 
Philadelphia 

(FBC,  Biloxi;  William  Carey; 

Pike  Association) 


September  23,  2004 

•  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata,  Louisville 

•  Lauderdale  Association  Office, 
Marion 

•  Pike  Association  Office,  McComb 


October  25, 2004 
First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

(Fifth  Floor) 

1:15  to  4:45  p.m. 


For  more  info: 

Contact  the  Pastor  /  Leadership 
Development  Department 
Phone:  800748,1651.  ext.  305 
or  601.2913305 

E-mail:  kmcdonnel]@mbcb,org 


Thad  Moore 
Pastor,  Poplar  Springs 
Drive  Baptist  Church, 
Meridian 

(Blue  Mountain;  Garaywa; 
Lake  Tiak  O'Khata) 


For  more  info,  contact  the  Sunday 
School  Department  at  601-292-3292  or 
1-800-748-1651  or  jellis@mbcb.org. 


A igdess  GfA,  < 

Mother /Daughter 

Overnight 
October  ZZ~zi, ; 


t&U  JUy.  (ca....  September  3-1 6,  2004 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 

J* 

Among  the  South  Asians  of  ;  For:  (1)  Hispanic 

"Gob's  frCeribshit)  neebs  cultivating  Gob's  bailu  approach  to  '  Mng^ra%^n«to  l°  Meeting,  ? BA  (CPD);  (2) 
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dlis  people  requires  a  lady  response  and  a  lady  yielding  to 

.  -  iii  -  God t0  g've  those  who  will  come  into  contact 
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While  walking  through  a  Hui 
(whey)  neighborhood  in 
China,  some  workers  were 
called  over  by  a  man  who  had 
a  stroke.  One  of  the  workers 
was  moved  to  pray  publicly 
for  him  in  Jesus'  name.  Pray 
that  Cod  would  heal  this  man 
and  that  it  would  be  a  power¬ 
ful  testimony  to  the  power  of 
Cod  in  Christ  Jesus. 


For  (1)  Baptist  Building  Staff 
AT  HOME  DAYS;  (2) 
Casablanca  is  the  business  cap¬ 
ital  of  Morocco  and  biblical 
values  need  to  permeate  this 
city.  At  the  risk  of  losing  his 
job,  one  professional  took  a 
stand  for  integrity  in  his  work¬ 
place  and  was  respected  for  it. 
Prav  for  Moroccan  business 
leaders  to  come  to  Christ. 


For:  (1)  AMD/MBCB  Prayer 
Retreat,  Camp  Garaywa, 
Clinton,  noon,  9th-noon, 

1 0th  (MS);  (2)  ^friends  live 
and  work  in  Libya,  pray  for 
the  men  of  peace  that  Cod 
has  already  raised  up  to  help 
them.  Ask  that  me  Lord 
would  use  them  all  to  bring 
many  Libyan  Arabs  to  faith 
in  Christ. 


Bobby  Welch,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
requests  that  we  pray  that  Cod 
-  ration  plans 
campaign 


Churches  in  the  Ngoni  area  of 
Malawi  and  Mozambique  are 
full  of  energetic  youth,  who  in 


For  (1)  Season  of  Prayer  for  State 
Minions  Emphasis  (MS  Emphasis); 
(2)  Baptist  Foundation  Month 
(Baptist  Foundajjanfmphatis);  (3) 


for  a  national 
as  part  of  the 
America?"  canfaign  to  reach 
and  baptize  1  million  lost  peo¬ 
ple  in  2005.  It  will  need  to  focus 
on  major  population  centers  as 
well  as  language  groups. 


Launch  Day 


often  travel  to  other  churches 
as  a  ministry  «f  encourage¬ 
ment.  They  need  you  to  lift 
them  up  in  your  prayers  that 
they  will  gain  wisdom  and 
moral  courage. 


tofadli- 


For:  (1)  See  You  at  the  Pole, 
school  flag  poles,  7:15-8  a.m. 
(Evan.);  (2)  One  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  tasks  involved  with  work¬ 
ing  with  volunteer  groups  is 
follow-up.  Please  pray  for  the 
believers  who  live  in  the  com¬ 
munities  visited  this  summer, 
as  well  as  the  churches  that 
they  will  follow  up  on  the 
contacts  made. 


For:  (1 )  Pastor  Focus  Day, 
North  (P/ID);  (2)  Bible  Drill 
Clinics,  Parkway  BC,  Clinton; 
_ ;._!  ZZ,  Meridian;  6:30-8 


For:  (1)  Bible  Drill  Clinics, 
Emmanuel  BC,  Grenada;  Petal 
Harvey  BC,  Petal;  6:30-8  p.m. 
(D&FM);  (2J  Professional 
Certification  for  Ministry 
Assistants  &  Ministry  Office 
SkillShops,  Camp  Gtraywa,  8 
a.nv  14th-4  p.m.,  16th  (P/ID); 
(3)  Pray  for  Prime  Minister 
Vasile  Tariev  of  Moldova 
(northeast  of  Romania). 


For:  (1)  Bible  Drill  Clinics, 
FBC,  Corinth;  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly;  6:30-8:00 
p.m.  (D&FM);  (2>*ay  for  R, 
devout  Sundanese  in 
Indonesia  who  follows  a 
world  religion.  She  spent 
many  hours  with  a  believer 
and  asked  many  questions. 
Pray  that  her  spiritual  eyes 


Pray  for  Mr.  N,  a  Hindu 
priest  in  a  village  in  central 
Karnataka,  India.  When 
asked  whether  as*  Hindu 


Central  BC,  Meri 
p.m.  (D/FM);  (3) 

Crawfield  is  an  A 
serving  in  the  2& 

Division.  Please  pray  for  sol 
diers  in  Afghanistan  to  be 
saved,  grow  in  Christ  and 
return  home  safely. 


heart,  he  said  he  did  not. 
Then  a  worker  told  him 
about  Jesus  and  prayed  with 
him.  Pray  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  will  work  and  contin¬ 
ue  to  draw  him  to  Jesus. 


Encourage  a  MK  with 

a  birthday  card! 

MISS  CAITLYN  A.  BRASWELL  -  1 1-1-93 
Parents:  Larry  &  Alicia 
General  Evangelism 
Eastern  South  America 


MISS  ALICIA  MARTIN  -  1 M-94 
Parents:  William  &  Cynthia 
General  Evangelism 
Western  South  America 


MR.  NATHANIEL  D.  CARLISLE  -  11-16-86 
Parents:  Jason  A  Susan 
1 1  -5-85  Church  Growth  Consultants 
Global  Resource  Team 


MISS  BETHANY  G.  FORTENBERRY 
Parents:  Robert  A  Margaret 
General  Evangelism 
Southern  Africa 


MR.  TAYLOR  E.  HODGINS  -  1 1-19-98 
Parents:  Raymond  A  Cynthia 
Sports  Evangelism 
Eastern  South  America 


MR.  JACOB  S.  UGHTSEY  -  11-8-91 
Parents:  Timothy  A  Rebecca 
Literature  Distribution 
Middle  America 


MR.  FRANK  C.  MULLINS  -  1 1-26-98 
Parents:  Frank  <4  Lynn 
Church  Planting 
Western  Europe 

MISS  JADI  A.  FOSTER  -  1 1-27-00 
Parents:  Michael  <4  Miranda 
Strategy 
Middle  America 


Mother/Daughter  overnight  is  a  special  time  for  mothers  and  their  CA 
daughters  (ages  5  to  105+)  to  share  the  excitement  of  missions  learn¬ 
ing.  Activities  include  worship,  campfire,  crafts,  recreation  and  a  mis¬ 
sionary  visit.  AH  overnights  begin  at  5  p.m.  on  Friday  and  end  at  2  p.m 
on  Saturday. 

Cost*  $S5jx> 
bead  tin#  October  $tA 

If  space  is  still  available  after  the  deadline  date,  reservations  will  be 
accepted  at  the  cost  of  $40  per  person.  No  refunds  after  the  deadline 
date. 

Please  remember  these  WMU  procedures: 

•  Please  mail  in  your  registration  with  payment. 

•  Reservations  may  not  be  made  by  phone.  Groups  wishing  to  bunk 
together  must  register  together. 

•  Whenever  possible,  please  send  one  check  for  the  entire  group.  - 


MISS  INGRID  R.  GAMEZ  -  1 1-1 1-84 
Parents:  Tris  <4  Martha 
Community  Outreach 
Western  Europe 


MR.  PAUL  W.  HARRISON 
Parents:  Frank  <4  Phoebe 
Church  Planting 
Middle  America 


MISS  LINDSEY  J.  PURL  -  1 1-28-88 
Parents:  John  <4  Amy 
Business  Management 
West  Africa 


MISS  EVA  N.  CARLISLE  -  1 1  - 1 4-83 
Parents:  Jason  <4  Susan 
Church  Growth  Consultants 
Global  Resource  Team 


PLEASE  NOTE 


Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards 
together;  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent 
individually  to  Stewardship. 

FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  forwarded. 
Please  send  all  to: 

Child's  name  and  parent's  name 
MBCB  Stewardship  Dept. 

PO  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


MISS  MARISSA  J.  BLEDSOE 
Parents:  David  <4  Laurie 
General  Evangelism 
Eastern  South  America 


MR.  DAVID  C.  DOYLE  -  1 1-15-03 
Parents:  Dwayne  <4  Melissa 
Community  Outreach 
Central  A  Eastern  Europe 


Just  for  the  Record 


The  Sloanes,  Harvey  Sewell,  pastor;  and  the  Freemans 


Wallerville  Church,  Union 
County,  held  a  deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  July  25.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Virginia  Sloan,  Charles  Sloan 
Jr.,  Harvey  Sewell,  pastor,  Terry 
Freeman,  and  his  wife  Janet. 


Millican,  Foster,  Greer,  Spencer,  and  McDaniel 

What  Difference 

will  you  Make? 

No  one  else  has  your  life  experiences,  skills  or 
personality.  No  one  else  can  help  Baptist's  patients  and 
visitors  exactly  like  you. 

How  will  you  make  a  difference?  Volunteer  Services 
offers  the  opportunity  to  help  people  in  need  of  comfort 

Become  a  volunteer.  Call  Baptist  Volunteer  Services  at 
601-968-1210. 
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Alison  Bedsole  as  the  leader. 
Members  of  the  youth  team  were 
Kacie  Hawkins,  Kimberly  Hollis, 
Leigh  Hutcheson,  Ally  Pfeiffer, 
Ashley  Silas,  and  Emily  Sullivan 
with  Martha  Hutcheson  as  the 
leader.  Pfeiffer  continued  to  the 
quick  drills  in  Jackson. 

Dwight  Sibley,  pastor  of 
Calvary  Church,  Vicksburg,  for 


The  children  and  youth  bible 
drillers  from  Mt.  Zion  Church, 
Columbus,  recently  went  to  the 
state  drills.  Members  of  the  chil¬ 
dren's  team  were  Amber 
Cheezum  and  Sarah  Hem  with 


Calvary  Church,  Vicksburg,  for 
the  past  11  years,  resignedjimt; 
27.  He  is  available  for  revivals, 
pulpit  supply,  and  interim  sup¬ 
ply.  Sibley  can  be  contacted  by 
calling  (601)  638-7029. 

First  Church,  Gautier,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Church 
Communication  Network,  will 
present  Breaking  Free  live  via 
satellite  September  18  at  10:30 
a.m.  Speakers  include  Stormie 
Omartian,  Bruce  Wilkinson,  John 
Townsend,  David  Jeremiah,  and 
many  others.  Musician  John  Tesh 
will  also  be  featured.  For  more 
information,  contact  (228)  497- 
4050  or  lstbcofg@bellsouth.net  or 
visit  www.fbcgautier.com. 

North  Columbia  Church, 

Columbia,  held  a  deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  for  Eric  Allen  Lucas  July  25. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Mike 
Grenn,  pastor,  Stephanie  Lucas, 
and  Lucas. 

Gunter  Road  Church, 

Florence,  ordained  Robert 

Ramage  and  Jeff  Rowzee  as  dea¬ 
cons  July  18.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Gene  Jordan,  pastor,  Ramage, 
Rowzee,  and  Irving  Forrester. 

Terry's  Creek  Church, 

Magnolia,  recently  held  deacon 
ordinations  services.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  David  A.  Millican, 
interim  pastor,  and  new  deacons 
Frank  Foster,  Jeremy  Greer,  Bud 
Spencer,  and  Alan  McDaniel. 

New  Life  Fellowship 
Church,  Oakland,  will  hold  a 
gospel  singing  featuring  New 
Day  Quartet  September  11 
beginning  at  7  p.m.  Jerry  W. 
Smith  is  pastor.  All  are  wel¬ 
come.  For  more  information, 
call  (662)  623-0009. 


IIEIT  NATION  INVESTNENT  COIP. 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  8% 


Thcw  bond*  mjy  bt  placid  In  1  wU-dlrected  IRA. 
TVirafm  and  rollover*  accepted.  In  moat  caae* 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

Thii  announcement  ti  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  tolidtation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offer* 
are  made  by  propectu*  only. 


[  1 1M  1  'll  11  i  D  u  M  11 


5408- A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond  i«ue», 
obtain  a  protpectu*  which  deter ibe*  all  of  the 
particular*  of  Ibe  undertaking  Read  ll  carefully 
before  you  Invert  or  tend  money.  All  bond*  are 
offered  at  lace  value,  tubfecl  to  availability. 


CALL  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO: 


Visit  us  at 
www.mbc b.ort* 


Mike  Green,  pastor;  Stephanie  and  Eric  Allen  Lucas 

The  mission  team  from  Shady 
Grove  Church,  Batesville,  held 
Backyard  Bible  Clubs  at  an  apart¬ 
ment  complex  and  the  Calvary 
Church  Daycare  in  Pascagoula 
July  26-30.  The  team  presented  a 
mission  trip  program  at 
Calvary  Church  July  28. 

Canaan  Church, 

Philadelphia,  held  revival 
services  August  20-22. 

Arthur  Ben,  interim  pas¬ 
tor,  was  the  evangelist  and 
Felton  John  led  music. 

Pearson  Church, 

Pearl,  will  host  a  Gospel 
Fest  on  September  4  at  6 
p.m.,  featuring  the  Still 
Water  Trio,  Restoration, 
and  Harmony  &  Grits. 

Admission  is  free;  a  love 
offering  will  be  taken. 

Hamburger  and  hot  dog 
dinner  plates  will  be 
sold  starting  at  4:30  p.m. 

call  (Sir939nM18a'i0n'  Z>°"  Youth  Bibl,  Drill 

participants,  Columbus 


Martin  North*™  800-4M-3007 

PO  Box  1302  M1414-S100 

Barton,  AR  72018-1303  PuSOMlMllO 

PWift  wnd  nw  Infomutkm  on  rtw  Rrw  Horug* 
Church  londi  curtmdy  bring  offend  by 
Out  Hrtlon  Invtrtnwnt  Corp. 
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Jordan,  pastor;  Ramage,  Rowzee,  and  Forrester 


Coker  Creek  Village  Adventure  &  Retreat  Center 

A  Christian  facility  for  groups  size  8  to  400 
Activities  include: 

Rafting  the  Ocoee  •  trail  rides  •  climbing  tower 
&  mountain  biking 
A  relaxed  mountain  retreat  with: 

Great  meals  •  meeting  rooms  •  bunkhouse  lodging  • 
activity  staff  •  300  acres  &  streams 
Special  events  include: 

•  Last  Fling  of  Summer  •  the  colors  of  Autumn  • 

Harvest  celebration  &  Winterfest 

Weekend  specials:  arrive  Friday,  leave  Sunday 
Arrive  Saturday  noon,  leave  Sunday  afternoon 


1 2_>2H  I  lv\  \  fill,  I’f )  Box  0f>,  (  nicer  f  reek,  l\  5  tit 
Phone:  42  t  201  2’.  Ill  •  website:  www.i  nkei*  rerkvill.r.je.i  mi 
I  nr  Reservations  <  .ill  I  1100  t  to  ')  ><111 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time  on, 
I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(/  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Authors  cite  Christian  apathy  toward  civics 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Failure  to 
carry  out  a  divine  mandate  for  Christians  to 
uphold  God's  standards  in  dvil  government 
could  result  in  dire  consequences  for  nations, 
churches  and  families,  Ken  Connor  and  John 
Revell  write  in  a  new  book. 

Within  the  pages  of  Sinful  Silence: 
When  Christians  Neglect  Civic  Duty, 
Connor  and  Revell  unpack  insights  from 
the  Old  Testament  Book  of  Isaiah  concern¬ 
ing  a  believer's  responsibility  to  participate 
in  the  civil  process  of  his  or  her  nation. 

Connor  is  an  attorney  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  former  president  of  the  Family 
Research  Council.  Revell  serves  as  associ¬ 
ate  editor  of  SBC  LIFE,  the  official  journal 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

,  Sinful  Silence,  released  by  Ginosko 
Publishing,  presents  "biblical  principles  that 
will  remove  any  doubt  as  to  God's  heart  on 
the  issue  of  dvil  involvement,"  the  authors 
write  in  the  introduction.  'We  have  attempt¬ 
ed  to  present  a  compelling  case  from  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  the  prophet  Isaiah  —  a  case  that  will 
likely  alarm  you  —  but  a  case  that  will  hope¬ 
fully  draw  you  into  a  doser  walk  with  God." 

The  book’s  opening  chapter  argues 
that  when  citizens  have  a  vote  in  the 
selection  of  their  leaders,  God  holds  both 
the  leaders  and  the  citizens  accountable 
for  the  actions  of  the  government. 

"Through  the  Scriptures  we  can  deter¬ 
mine  God's  expectations  of  our  govern¬ 
ment,"  Connor  and  Revell  write. "...  [E]ach 
of  us  has  direct  access  to  the  decision-mak¬ 
ing  process  in  our  states  and  in  our  nation. 
We  nave  no  excuse!  If  we  are  irresponsible 
in  our  voting  or  if  we  fail  to  vote,  we  can¬ 
not  escape  accountability  before  God." 

When  Christians  recognize  violations 
of  God's  standards  in  government  but 


fail  to  address  those  violations,  they  may 
experience  a  hindered  relationship  with 
the  Lord,  the  authors  write. 

"If  the  majority  of  Christians  know  God's 
heart  on  issues  of  dvil  immorality  but  contin¬ 
ually  refuse  to  address  these  dvil  sins 
through  their  vote  and  access  to  elected  rep¬ 
resentatives,  then  it  stands  to  reason  that  ... 


God  would  reject  the  majority  of  our  worship 
in  this  nation/'  Connor  and  Revell  write. 

In  the  middle  chapters  of  the  book,  the 
authors  examine  Goa’s  standards  of  justice 
for  civil  governments:  Chapter  three  out¬ 
lines  general  principles  that  a  just  govern¬ 
ment  must  uphold  while  cnapter  four 
specifically  looks  at  the  moral  shortcom¬ 
ings  of  government  in  America.  Chapter 
five  argues  that  God's  own  character  and 
the  standards  to  which  He  holds  His  peo¬ 
ple  demand  that  Christians  speak  out 
against  governmental  injustices. 

"When  we  remain  silent  at  the  polls  or 
when  we  don't  call  our  representatives  to 
action  in  these  areas,  the  watching  world 
could  falsely  conclude  from  our  actions  that 
God  is  not  really  concerned  about  these 
issues,"  the  authors  write.  "They  then  could 
logically  conclude  that  fire  vocal  minority  of 
politically  active  Christians  don't  truly  repre¬ 
sent  God’s  heart,  but  are  instead  'religious 
right’  fringe  fanatics  who  should  be  dis¬ 
missed  ana  ignored  as  such." 

The  remedy  for  governmental  injustice  in 
America  is  for  believers  to  reject  the  world's 
values  and  refocus  on  God's  priorities  in  the 
areas  of  justice,  relief  for  the  oppressed  and 
protection  for  the  helpless,  Connor  and  Revell 
write.  Christians  must  pray  for  their  nation, 
become  informed  of  the  important  issues  and 
exercise  their  right  to  vote,  they  write. 

"In  order  tor  us  to  address  the  civil 
immorality  in  our  nation,  we  must  first 
repent  of  (our)  sins  and  turn  our  love  back  to 
the  One  who  loves  us,"  the  authors  write. 

"When  we  do,  we  will  once  again 
embrace  the  most  pressing  issues  —  prior¬ 
ities  of  the  One  wno  is  King  over  all  civil 
authorities.  Perhaps  then  He  will  have 
mercy  upon  our  nation." 


First  Church,  Florence,  slates  Evangelism  Bible  Conf . 

First  Church,  Florence,  will 
host  a  2004  Evangelism  Bible 
Conference  on  September  12- 
15.  A  presentation  of  James 
Messer  Ministries  of 
Theodore,  Alabama,  the  con¬ 
ference  will  begin  at  6  p.m.  on 
September  12  and  will  also 
feature  a  free  luncheon  and 
message  by  Messer  at  noon 
on  September  13-15,  followed 
by  evening  services  at  6:30 
p.m.  with  a  variety  of  speak¬ 
ers  and  musicians. 

"The  Lord  is  sending  us 
some  of  the  best  and  most  out¬ 
standing  speakers  in 
America,"  said  First  Church, 


Florence,  Pastor  Dwight 
Smith.  "Emir  Caner  and  Ergun 
Caner  are  converted  Muslims. 
Junior  Hill  is  one  of  the  most 

f;ifted  speakers  I  know.  Jimmy 
ackson  is  a  truly  annointed 
pastor  from  Huntsville, 


Alabama.  Harold  Danley  will 
share  his  testimony  about  how 
the  Lord  took  him  out  of  crime 
and  set  him  free." 

The  conference  includes  chil¬ 
dren's  worship  services  at  1030 
am  and  630  pm  on  September  12, 


and  at  7  pm  on  September  13-15. 
For  a  complete  conference  sched¬ 
ule,  see  the  advertisement  on  page 
six  of  this  issue.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  go  to  www.jamesmesseroon- 
ferenoes.com,  or  call  First  Church, 
Florence,  at  (601)  845-7578. 


MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Goodman,  Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a 
full-time  pastor.  A  traditional  SBC,  resident 
membership  95.  Send  resumes  or  contact 

resumes  to  personnel  ministry  team, 
Parkway  Baptist  Church,  50  y. 
Parkway,  Hernando,  MS  38632.  For 
more  information  call  (662)  429-6045. 

to  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  pastor 
search  committee,  Billy  May,  chairman, 
P.O.  Box  206,  Goodman,  MS  39079. 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Pascagoula,  Miss.,  is  accepting 
resumes  for  a  full-time  minister  of 

ORGANIST  POSITION,  WYNNDALE 

Baptist  Church.  Call  Bob  Jones  at 
(601)  371-2429  or  fax  resume  to  the 
same  number. 

music  and  youth.  Must  be  willing  to 
work  in  both  areas  of  ministry  and  be 
able  to  work  with  choirs.  Resumes  can 
be  sent  to  P.O.  Box  2278,  PascagotiTa, 

CHURCH  PIANIST  NEEDED, 

Grandview  Baptist  Church,  900  South 
Pearson  Rd.,  Pearl,  Miss.  39208. 

MS  39569.  Or  can  be  emailed  to  pas- 
torjohnnyttbellsouth.net.  Anyone  with 
questions  call  (228)  762-1338. 

Wednesdays  7:30  -  8:30  pm  and 
Sundays  10:30  am  - 1 1 :30  am  and  6:30 
pm.  $  1 00  per  week.  Please  contact  Mike 
Hennington  at  (601)  624-9389  or  call 
the  church  office  at  (601)  939-*215. 

BETHLEHEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Laurel,  Miss.,  with  150-200  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Seeking  a  full-time  music  com¬ 
bination:  music/youth,  music/educa¬ 
tion  Director.  Please  send  resumes  to 

PARKWAY  BAPtlST  CHURCH, 

Hernando,  Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a 
part-time  children's  director.  Send 

Jason  Loper,  Chairman,  search  com¬ 
mittee,  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church,  838 
Reid  Road,  Laurel,  MS  39443. 

FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com. 


AFFORDABLE  BEACH  SIDE  VACATION 

condos,  www.gulfshorescondos.com.  All 
sizes,  Fall  special,  2  night  weekend,  $ 
130.00.  Four  weeknights,  $180.00. 
Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids)  good  9/7 
thru  10/31 .  Call  (205)  556-0368. _ 


NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 

Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662) 
455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone 
Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 


GILLIAM  SPRINGS  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Arab,  Alabama,  is  seeking  to  fill  the 
positions  of  full-time  minister  of  music 
and  full-time  minister  of  youth. 
Interested  persons  should  send  a 
resume  to  abanksttgilliamsprings.  org 
or  GSBC,  P.O.  Box  463,  Arab,  AL 
35016,  attn:  Anita  Banks. 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serv- 
ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800) 
605-2970. 


SEBRENS  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS. 

Christian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  windows,  metal  roofe,  patio  covers, 
screen/glass  rooms.  (601 )  992-2092  or  (800) 
453-2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 

HEIDELBERC  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian: 
Desgin,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 


to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON  CONDO 
rental.  Like  home,  all  new  furnishings, 
street  level,  no  steps.  Breathtaking 
view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets,  (888)  879-0388 

or  Bucmom71  Qaol.com. _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
EXPENSIVE?  Call  toll-free  today  (800) 
880-2305.  We  can  Helpl  Major 
Medical  Hospital  &  surgical  plan. 
Doctors  office  visits,  prescription  drugs, 
life,  dental,  medicare  supplement,  low 
rates.  Have  current  Health  problems? 
We  can  Helpl  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO, 
walk-in,  smoke-free,  no  pets.  Two  bed¬ 
room,  2  bath,  sleeps  6,  washer/dryer. 
Scenic  view,  call  (662)  746-6702.  Please 
call  after  4:30  p.m.  on  weekdays. 
AMERICA'S  FASTEST  GROWING  ThrisSan 
long  distance  company.  3.9rininule,  no  monthly 
fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6  second  billing 
250,000  happy  customers.  Toll-free  (866)  587- 
8346  or  wwwxrxerrartphoneservfoecom. 
HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
ColumbuVlackson,  (877)  477-1 899. 

NEW  AND  USED  CHURCH  PEWS, 
and  onsite  pew  upholstery.  Call  (225) 

261-5639. _ 

A  GROWING  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 
church  in  middle  Tennessee  is  prayerfully 
seeking  a  full-time  minister  of  music  and 


students.  Please  send  resume  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  personnel  committee,  Little 
Hope  Baptist  Church,  225  Little  Hope 
Road,  Clarksville,  Tennessee  37043.  Or 

email  lhbch@bellsouth.net. _ 

PARKVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Alexandria,  Louisiana:  Pulpit  supply; 
Interim  Pastorate;  and  full-time  Ffcstorate. 
Send  resumes  to  pastor  search  committee, 
Ffcrkview  Baptist  Church,  2101 
MacArthur  Drive,  Alexandria,  LA  71 301 . 


GROWING  CHURCH  SEEKING  FULL- 

time  minister  to  students/recreation  evan¬ 
gelism,  experience  required.  Mail 
resumes  to  Riverside  Baptist  Church, 
1919  Hwy  52,  Helena,  AL  35080  or 
email  lynda@riversidebc.org. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/EDUCATION: 

strong  growing  congregation  looking  for 
a  the  right  man  of  God  to  lead  them  in 
.vibrant  worship  and  relevant  education 
ministry.  Send  resumes  to  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Gray  Gables,  P.O.  Box  629, 
Callahan,  FL  32011. _ 


FOR  SALE-  1981  ALLEN  ORGAN,  great 
condition.  Dual  pedal,  with  original 
papers,  great  church  organ,  2  layer,  61  key 
per  layer,  $10.5K.  Call  tony  at  (251)  626- 
1379. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. 


♦ 
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Benson 

John  Conrad,  Sr. 

Stuart  &  Philene  Allen 
Ben  ft  Liz  Bulkin 
Mrs.  Etta  Irene  Rene  Cooper 
Ruby  Lucroy 
Ms.  Renee’  Walker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  W. 

Belts 

T.E.L.  SSC,  Springfield  BC- 
Morton 

Ms.  Janice  Harris 
Dee  Lewis  Covington 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  S.  Crocker 
Lorene  Calpepper 
Jerry  &  Ray  Davis 
Jack  Cumberland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gerald 
Buchanan 
Michael  Curry 

Stuart  &  Philene  Allen 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Davenport 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Hiram  Davis,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Hiram  E.  Davis  Jr. 
Mr.Theodore  "Ted"  Dear  Sr. 

&  Bobbie  Dear 

Mrs.  Emma  Jo  Smith 
Teresa  Dear 
Mary  Dyre 
Tommy  Dyre 
Barbara  Fuller 
Mary  C,  Hammac 
Anne  Soldevila 

Mr.  Theodore  "Ted"  Dear,  Sr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  Clifton  Creel 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tommy  Ramsey 
Ms.  Patsy  L.  Whalen 
Ms.  Sue  Boone 
Mrs.  Ernestine  Amos,  Billy 
A  Lisbeth 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  B. 

Boone 

Bobbie  Dear 

Charline  ft  Bree  Ryan 
Jerry  Doherty 

Ms.  Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Jerry  Fry 
Curtis  Dorrah 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  Barbee 
Ruth  Harrell  Douglas 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Noah  S.  Ellis 
Mr.  Raymond  P.  Dufrense 
Harry,  Jackie,  Pam,  David 
ft  Mark  Welch 

Hopewell  Baptist  Church 
Ray  Dyess 

Ms.  Lois  D.  Stephens 


Ira  D.  Fowler 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Obed  Kline, 
Madeline  ft  Marilyn 
Ralph  Freeman 

Ms.  Margaret  H.  Durham 
Willie  H.  French 

Mr.  Joe  H.  Cleveland 
Paul  C.  Gerhardt,  Sr. 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


Mr.  Sam  R.  Silverblatt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Garrard 
Bobby  Henderson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Bradshaw 
Susie  Hernandez 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Albert  N. 
Hemphill 

Mrs.  Ruby  Dean  Hill 


Ms.  Nell  B.  Malone 
Mary  Janet  &  Ed  Tessier 
Golden  Circle  SSC,  FBC- 
Crystal  Springs 

Mr,  A  Mrs.  Paul  L.  Franklin 
Robby,  Marsha  A  Scott 
Malone 

Mrs.  Margaret  M.  Wolfe 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


GRACIOUS  GIFT  —  Celeste  Cade,  BCV  Public  Relations  Associate, 
receives  a  generous  gift  of  $1,000  from  Mr.  Jimmy  Killough,  owner 
of  Tombigbee  Finance  Co.,  Inc  in  Tupelo. 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and 
helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed 
to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

August  13-27,  2004 
Honors 


Mrs.  Ann  R.  Brumfield 
William  L.  Rimes 
Naomi  Glider 

The  Dale  Hays  Family 
Lavelle  Goldman 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Round 
John  Graeter 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Johnny  M.  Fox 
Oliver  Graham 

Watkins  SSC,  FBC-Collins 
Nudeane  Gregory 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  Gene  Cryder 
Raymond  Grlffen 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  Sherry  Griffin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Truitt 
Ada  Hammons 

Lead  River  BC-Louin 


Mrs.  Louise  S.  Hisscox 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Lyle  D. 
Zardiackas 
Matthew  Holdiness 

Jimmy  A  Randy  Holloway 
Mr.  Fred  Hudgens 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Buie 
Mrs.  Margie  Carwyle 
Mrs.  Juanita  Smith 
Mrs.  Sue  Whittington 
Concord  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Mable  Ishee 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Freddie  L. 

Jones 

Rev.  Robert  Jackson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  N. 
Covington 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hank  A. 
Robison  Jr. 

Rosemary  H.  Jackson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Balfour 
Lipscomb 
Annie  Johnston 

Ruth  SSC-Juniper  Grove  BC 
Chrslon  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Scott  Sills 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  Tynes 
Mary  Jones 

Ms.  Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Jerry  Fry 
Midget  Jones 

Clyde  A  Kelly  Revette 
Bill  Keeler 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Lay  Sr. 

Thomas  Clyde  Keyes 

Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 

Jean  Keys 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Harry  Neal 
Corder  A  Family 
Henry  King 

T.E.L.  SSC,  Springfield 
BC-Morton 

Mae  Roberson  Tbreatf  Kirby 

Ms.  Mary  W.  Knight  A 
Family 

Frank  Konchan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry 
Champion 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Lee 

Stuart  &  Philene  Alien 
Mrs.  Euuice  Llndaner 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clyde  Revette 
William  Dewey  Lockhart 
Mr.  Henry  M.  Moore 
Mr.  William  Landon  Loden 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Truitt 
Mrs.  Sadie  Lowery 

The  Robert  Sullivan  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Alta  Ladas 

The  Dale  Hays  Family 


Mrs.  Avis  M.  Taylor 
Ms.  Sadie  Farrior 
Anne  Manning 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lloyd  E. 
McClellan 
Larry  Marberry 
Tommie  Booker 
Mrs.  Betty  Lou  Mathews 
Nancy  Foley 
Tim  A  Virginia  Foley 
Mary  Elizabeth  A  Tom 
Simpson 
Billy  Maxwell 

Mrs.  Toby  B.  Mitchell 
Herman  Lewis  May,  Sr. 

Mr.  Michael  L.  May 
Mrs.  Hazen  McCurdy 
Mrs.  Hiram  E.  Davis  Jr. 
Inell  McMillan 

McAdams  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  April  Autry  McNeal 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Truitt 
Mrs.  Lena  Medders 

Bobby,  Ella,  David,  Daniel. 
Maggie  Pogue 
Mrs.  Thelma  Meredith 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Luther  F. 
Lindsey 
Louise  Miller 

MSU-Information 
Technology  Service 
Buddy  Montesl 

Ballard-Koll  SSC,  FBC- 
Boyle 

Mr.  Gene  Morgan 

Mr.  *  Mrs.  Keith  Buchanan 
Dr.  L.  O.  Murphy,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T. 
Kendrick 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Scott  Sills 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  Tynes 

Mother  of  Margaret  A.  No  red 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T. 
Kendrick 
Karl  W.  Parka 

Mrs.  Mary  Y.  Womack 
Mrs.  Joyce  Parka 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Guy 
Branscome  Jr. 

Tommie  Jean  Peavy 

Reggie  A  Joyce  McIntosh 
Michael  A  Angel  Powell 
Mra.  Lettle  Peoples 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Smith 

Bertha  Plunkett 

Ma.  Senita  W.  Webb 
Mr.  A.  B.  Price 

Stuart  A  Philene  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  Ingram 
Mrs.  Nettle  Rainey 
Tommy  Davidson 
Mary  Henderson 
Betty  Jones 
Jean  Wisnoaiti 
Mr.  Kao  Ricks 

Trinity  BC-Vicksburg 
George  Henry  Riley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clyde  A.  Cole 
Larry  Rimes 


Barnes 

Army  Spc.  Joshua  Isaac  Bunch 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  L. 
McPhail 

Mrs.  Nell  Burnett 

Miss  Beatrice  Brownlee  A 
Family 

Aubrey  Carter 


Katherine  Crum 

Ms.  Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Jerry  Fry 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Evans 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  H.  Delk 
Joe  A  Betty  Hall 

Ms.  Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Jerry  Fry 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Kelly 

John  A  Lynn  Bratton 
Mrs.  Robert  Myers 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  William 
T.  Myers 

Dunk  A  Betty  Wallace 

Ms.  Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Jerry  Fry 
Mae  Wilmoth 

Ms.  Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Jerry  Fry 

Mrs.  Frances  Wong 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Pat  Ingram 


Memorials 


Thelma  "Doll"  Allbritton 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  K, 
Sullivan 

Mrs.  Grace  Allen 

Mrs.  Allyne  Statham 
Mra.  Ruby  Allen 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter 
Mrs.  Mabel  Claire  Armstrong 
Mrs.  Dorothy  J.  Little 
Jeffrey  Thomas  Barber 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  B 
Murray  A  Alan 

Ms.  Olenda  Walls  Fry 
Jerry  Fry 

Mrs.  Ethel  Beard 

The  Robert  Sullivan 
Family 

Mr.  Paul  Bland 

The  Robert  Sullivan 
Family 

Jim  Boland 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  S.  ' 
Warner  Sr. 

Stow  Bolden 

Mra.  Ann  R.  Brumfield 
William  L.  Rime* 

Max  F.  Brumfield 

Mrs.  Ann  R.  Brumfield 
Ruby  Joyce  Buckley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clyde  A.  Cole 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  C. 


GEARING  UP  FOR  SCHOOL  —  Mrs.  Betsy  Aycock  of  The  Sonshiners 
Mature  Adult  Ministry  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Flora  presents  school 
supplies  to  Dr.  Rory  Lee,  BCV  Executive  Director. 


Mr.  Herbert  Ellla 

Mra.  W.  D.  Coleman 
Mi.  Gloria  A.  Martin 
Mr.  Olen  Evaaa 

Mr.  A  Mra.  Bobby  Gardner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Scott  Sills 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  Tynes 
Clyde  A  Kelly  Revefte 
Mrs.  Sarah  Laa  Fo.bes 

The  Robert  Sullivan  Family 


Ms.  Bonita  Harrifoa 

Mrs.  Louise  S.  Hisscox 
Miss  Beatrice  Brownlee  A 
Family 

Mr.  J.  V.  Helms 

Mr.  A  Mra.  Charlie 
Ooldberg 

Ms.  Tiffany  L.  Oner 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  R.  W.  Heflin 
Mr.  A  Mra.  Larry  Holman 


Virginia  &  Ron  Selden 
Mrs.  W..B.  Charleville 
Mra.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Sandra  Coates 

Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithey 
Mary  Angelina  Cofrancesco 
Dr.  A  Mra.  Phillip  B 
Murray  A  Alan 
Adrian  Cohron 

Mt.  A  Mra.  Larry  S. 


Copiah  Bank,  N.A. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Vernon  S. 


Mrs.  Ann  R.  Brumfield 
William  L.  Rimes 
Betty  Robbins 

Ms.  Mary  C.  Garrett 

Cola  Ross 

Ms.  Mary  W.  Knight  & 
Family 

Mrs.  Mildred  Rushing 

Ms.  Margaret  H.  Durham 
David,  Dorothea  A  Mark 
Hoffman 

Ms.  Carole  C.  Lockwood 
Mr.  Cletus  E.  McCurley 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Jean  Sliman 
Mrs.  Blanche  Sandel 

The  Robert  Sullivan  Family 
Bill  Sanders 

Jo  &  Jimmie  Smithey 
Bobble  Jane  Sanders 
Ken  A  Alice  Young 
Minnie  Lou  W.  Savage 
Ms.  Verna  E.  Vickers 
Georgia  Frances  Sbarbrougb 
Mrs.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Mrs.  Shirley  Woodruff  Slgrest 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Shirley 
Ms.  Janie  A.  Bates 
Dr.  Ladell  Blanton 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Phillip  R. 

Hilton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E. 
Langley  Sr 

Mr.  Kyle  Fcrriss 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  F. 

Neely  Jr. 

MDOT  District  Three 
Employees 
Mr.  BUI  Sisson 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 
James  Carroll  Smith 
Mr.  Sidney  R.  Sasser 
Joe  William  Smith 
Adult  Men's  SSC, 
Springfield  BC 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lendon  E. 
Brown 

Robert  E.  Smith 

Mrs.  Ann  R.  Brumfield 
William  L.  Rimes 
Jeffery  Speed 

Mrs.  Ethel  B.  Bourne 
Mr.  Roy  Springer 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Bernard  M. 
Taylor 

Joyce  StUtaer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  J.  Watson 
II  Lt  Man  Stovall 

Mr.  A  Mra.  Robert  E. 
Crawford 

Mr.  Jewel  L.  Thomas 
Mr.  &  Mra.  Robert  G. 
Griffith 

Mrs.  Dorothy  L.  Thompson 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Lucille  Thornton 

Jimmy  A  Randy  Holloway 
Mrs.  Alberta  Turner 
Mr,  A  Mra.  David  N. 

Roberts 

Clarence  Dnrwood  Vance 
Mr.  A  Mra.  Robert  E. 
Crawford 
Joe  Scott  Vance 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  W. 

Doolittle 

Mra.  Vangie  Fields 
Mr.  A  Mra.  James  S. 

Warner  Sr. 

Betty  Dean  Vickers 
Mra.  Opal  Vickers 
Mrs.  Leasle  Weir 

Mr.  A  Mra.  Jack  Wood 
Oscar  Lee  Wells 

Mra.  Hiibum  Burris 
Sharon  Wilkins 

Ms.  Joyce  Brown 
Josephine  Williams 
Billy  ft  Betty  Bufkin 
Mrs.  Jo  Williams 

Ruth  SSC.  Hurley  BC- 
Hurley 
Robert  Willi 

Mrs.  Hiram  E.  Davis  Jr. 
Lowell  Wood 

Bunge  North  America,  Inc. 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Steven  Craig 
Ma.  Clarice  Foshec 


L.  G.  ft  Juanita  Wright 
A.  W.  Lang,  Jr.  ft  Family 


*T  .  •  -  ‘ft* 


Family  Bible  Study 

Desiring  to  Know  God  Better 

Exodus  33:  7-23 


By  Geneva  England _ 

"He  hideth  my  soul  in  the  cleft 
of  the  rock  and  covereth  me  there 
with  His  hand.” 

The  words  of  this  song, 
based  on  Exodus  33:22,  remind 
believers  that  God  is  so  power¬ 
ful  that  no  one  can  experience 
His  full  manifestation  and  live. 
The  words  further  praise  God 
as  our  salvation  and  protection. 

I.  Historical  Background 

Leading  up  to  this  week's 
scripture,  Moses  had  gone  up 
Mount  Sinai  in  seclusion  with 
the  Lord  to  receive  the  first 
tablet  of  the  Ten 
Commandments.  While  there, 
God  told  Moses  to  go  back  to 
the  Israelites  immediately 
because  they  had  "corrupted 
themselves"  (Exod.  32:7). 

The  rebellious  Israelites  had 
demanded  that  Aaron  make  them 
a  golden  calf  to  worship  while 


Moses  was  away.  If  Moses 
had  not  pleaded  for  their 
forgiveness,  God's  wrath 

would  have  utterly  -  Cjoareie 

destroyed  them.  God  s  ®  God's 

words  concerning  the  faithless  appeared  at  the  < 
Israelites  reveal  His  plan  for  all  Temple  in  -960 
humankind  throughout  the  ages:  cloud  filled  the 
"Whosoever  hath  sinned  against  Lord.  And  the  p 
me,  him  will  I  blot  out  of  my  book"  perform  their  sei 
(Exod.  3233).  This  clearly  teaches  gloiv. .  .of  the  Lo 
individual  responsibility,  pie'' (I  Kings  8:10 

Furthermore,  the  Israelites'  great  the  repeated  si 
sin  led  Moses  to  set  up  a  Hebrew  nation  v 
Tabernacle  of  the  Congregation  "the  glory  of  th< 
outside  of  the  camp  away  from  the  from  over  the  I 
sinful  people  where  he  and  those  temple"  in  592  B< 
seeking  God  could  meet  with  the  With  the  adve 
Lord  (Exod.  33:7).  glory  was  parti 


II.  God's  Presence  [glory] 
God's  glory  [sometimes  trans¬ 
lated  Presence]  is  a  recurrent 
thread  throughout  the  Bible. 
Understanding  its  significance 
helps  us  know  God  better. 

While  Moses  and  the  children 
of  Israel  wandered  in  the  wilder- 


Explore  the  Bible 

What  Can  I  Believe 

Luke  1:11-20,  65-68,  76-77 


lames  Walters 


Luke  acknowledged  that 
many  had  tried  to  tell  the  story 
of  Christ.  From  His  birth  to  His 
ascension,  there  were  those  who 
felt  compelled  to  write  their  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  significant  events  in 
the  life  of  Jesus.  Luke's  motiva¬ 
tion  in  writing  was  stated  at  the 
beginning.  His  desire  was  to 
provide  a  friend,  Theophilus, 
with  accurate  information  and 
detail  so  that  Theophilus  might 
rest  assured  that  me  story  was 
true.  The  Holy  Spirit  led  Luke  to 
write  about  events  which  would 
be  of  special  interest  to  the  spiri¬ 
tual  needs  of  Theophilus. 

When  we  hold  die  Gospel  of 
Luke  in  our  hands  we  are  nold- 
ing  evidence  of  die  work  of  God 
in  our  world.  God  spoke  through 
Luke  to  Theophilus,  but  God 
speaks  to  us  all  through  Luke. 


Doing  God's  Work, 

1:11-12. 

The  men  in  y., 
Zachariah's  immediate 
family  were  called  upon  to  fulfill 
their  priesdy  duties  at  the  Temple 
in  Jerusalem.  Being  a  Levite,  as 
Zachariah  was,  meant  Temple 
service  at  some  point  in  his  life. 
There  was  a  rotation  set  up 
among  die  many  descendants  of 
Levi  through  which  die  responsi¬ 
bility  to  serve  was  shared.  As 
each  family  awaited  their  sched¬ 
uled  time,  assignments  were 
made  in  advance  as  to  who 
should  serve  where.  Zachariah, 
who  had  perhaps  waited  for  this 
moment  all  his  fife,  was  chosen  to 
take  care  of  the  duties  within  the 
Holy  of  Holies  At  the  Altar  of 
Incense.  Zachariah  was  doing 
his  duty,  fulfilling  an  obligation 
to  whidvhe  felt  responsibility 
when  all  Heaven  broke  loose. 


Walters 


ness,  God's  Shekinah 
glory  descended  upon 
me  Tabernacle  in  the 
form  of  the  cloudy  pillar; 
however,  the  golden-calf 
sin  was  so  abominable  to 
God  that  He  declared, "  I 
will  not  go  with  you"(v.3 
NIV).  Only  through 
Moses's  intervention  did 
God  relent  (v.17). 
ind  God's  glory  later 

appeared  at  the  dedication  of  the 
Temple  in  -960  BC  when  "the 
cloud  filled  the  temple  of  the 
Lord.  And  the  priests  could  not 
perform  their  service  because  the 
glory. .  .of  the  Lord  filled  his  tem¬ 
ple"^  Kings  8:10-11,  NIV).  Again, 
the  repeated  sinfulness  of  the 
Hebrew  nation  was  so  great  that 
"the  glory  of  the  Lord  departed 
from  over  the  threshold  of  the 
temple"  in  592  BC  (Ezek.  10:18). 

With  die  advent  of  Christ,  His 
dory  was  partially  revealed  to 
Peter,  James,  and  Jonn  at  the  trans¬ 
figuration  when  His  "countenance 
was  altered,  and  his  raiment  was 
white  and  glistering"  (Luke  929). 
In  Hebrews  13  Chnst  is  described 
as  the  "brightness  of  his  glory,"  the 
light  pierang  darkness. 

III.  Moses' Requests 


Gabriel  appeared  to  him, 
and  like  God  usually 
does,  gave  Zachariah  an 
even  greater  task. 

Discovering  God's 
Work,  1:13-17. 

Zachariah  was  to 
take  on  the  added 
responsibility  of  being 
:rs  the  father  of  the  one 
who  would  become  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  the  Messiah. 

God  keeps  people  who  are 
busy  serving  Him,  busy  serving 
Him.  It  is  people  who  say  yes  to 
God  in  the  everyday  duties  of  life 
who  are  selected  consistently  to 
do  even  greater  things.  To  a 
Foreign  Missionary  home  on  fur¬ 
lough  a  thoroughly  secularized, 
comfortable  individual  once 
said, "Man,  I  could  never  go  to 
any  place  away  from  my  fnends 
and  my  parents.  I  couldn't  live 
without  my  coffee  in  the  morn¬ 


ing,  like  you  do,  and  my  peanut 
butter  sandwiches.  I  couldn't 
live  without  my  cable,  air  condi¬ 
tioning,  and  electricity.  The  mis¬ 
sionary  stopped  him  and  replied, 
"Don't  worry.  God  knows  you 


Moses  wholeheartedly 
sought  God's  Presence, 
acknowledging  that  God  is  the 
divine  Teacher-Protector,  the 
giver  of  every  good  gift.  Thus, 
he  requested  God  tov'Teach  me 
your  ways  so  I  may  know  you 
and  continue  to  find  favor  with 
you  "  (Exod.  33:13,  NIV). 

Secondly,  Moses  boldly 
requested  a  sign  from  God:  "Now 
show  me  your  glory"  (v.18).  He 
wanted  assurance  that  God  was 
still  with  the  "stiff-necked" 
Israelites  after  their  great  sin.  He 
feared  that  they  would  perish  in 
the  wilderness  if  God  lifted  His 
hand  of  protection. 

IV.  God's  Assurance 

Because  Moses  diligently 
interceded  for  the  Israelites'  sin 
and  sincerely  requested  to  learn 
more  about  God,  God  rewarded 
him  in  three  specific  ways: 

First,  God  promised  His 
"Presence"  would  go  with 
Moses,  and  he  would  have  "rest" 
(Exod.  33:14).  Even  though  God 
still  intended  to  "visit  "[the 
Israelites']  sin  upon  them  (Exod. 
32:34),  He  blessed  Moses  with  a 
special  security  throughout  his 
leadership  of  the  nation. 

Second,  God  granted  Moses' 


wouldn't  do  any  of  those  things, 
and  that's  why  He  will  never  ask 
you  to  be  a  missionary." 

Being  Assured  of  God's 
Work,  1:18-20. 

When  Gabriel  told  Zachariah 
that  his  prayer  for  a  son  was 
going  to  be  answered  he  could¬ 
n't  believe  it.  At  their  age  nei¬ 
ther  Zachariah  nor  his  wife 
Elizabeth  were  physically  able 
to  be  parents.  Gabriel  rebuked 
Zachariah  for  placing  limits  on 
what  God  could  ana  could  not 
do.  "You  will  have  a  son,  and 
you  will  name  him  John," 
Gabriel  had  said.  "As  a  sign  this 
is  from  God,  you  will  be  unable 
to  speak  until  his  birth." 

What  God  chooses  to  do  in 
and  through  any  person  is  not 
subject  to  debate.  Perhaps  we  too 
need  to  be  rebuked  for  one  rea¬ 
son  or  another  as  we  haggle  over 
our  part  in  the  purposes  of  God. 


Responding  To  God's  Work, 
1:65-68,  76-77. 

Elizabeth  gave  birth  to  her 
son.  Zachariah,  who  had  not 
been  able  to  say  a  word  for  nine 


request  not  to  destroy  Israel.  He 
further  instructed  Moses  to  depart 
the  Sinai  area  for  the  Promised 
Land  of  "milk  and  honey"  and 
even  sent  an  angel  to  "drive  out" 
the  enemies  (Exod.  33:1-3). 

Third,  Moses  was  allowed  to 
see  as  much  of  God's  glory  as 
humanly  possible,  recorded  as 
"  back  parts"  (Exod.  33:23). 

Dear  Christian,  as  we  seek  to 
know  God  and  His  perfect  will 
for  our  lives,  our  faith  will  grow. 
Remember,  "Without  faith,  it  is 
impossible  to  please  [God]" 
(Heb.  11:6). 

God  is  still  in  the  saving 
and  protecting  business.  All 
believers  can  testify  to  His 
grace,  not  on  individual  merit, 
but  solely  on  what  Jesus 
Christ  did  for  us  on  the  cross. 

Looking  back  on  our  lives,  we 
see  that  God  has  protected  and 
comforted  us  throughout  trou¬ 
bling  times.  Remember  the  beau¬ 
tiful  promise  in  Psalm  46:1:  "God 
is  my  refuge  and  strength,  a  very 
present  help  in  trouble."  Goa 
protected  Moses  in  the  cleft  of  the 
rock  just  as  He  protects  His  own 
today  in  the  palm  of  His  hand. 

England  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Grenada. 


months,  broke  out  in  a  melody  of 
language.  He  couldn't  be 
silenced.  Gabriel  had  told  him 
who  the  child  would  be  and 
what  purpose  his  life  would  ful¬ 
fill;  so,  with  enthusiasm 
Zachariah  repeated  those  words 
of  God  to  all  who  could  hear  him. 
Several  miracles  occurred  on  the 
same  day.  A  child  was  bom  to  an 
elderly  couple;  a  dumb  man 
spoke;  the  forerunner  who 
would  precede  the  Messiah  had 
been  bom  at  List. 

Maybe  not  today,  but  some¬ 
day  nine  months  from  now,  or 
nine  years  from  now,  we  too 
will  be  glad  God  chose  to  use 
us.  Just  let  somebody  try  to 
steal  our  joy  then! 

Along  with  the  privilege  to 
serve  God  in  places  that  duty 
demands,  comes  the  responsi¬ 
bility  to  serve  God  where  duty 
demands.  The  big  things  we 
cannot  make  happen  often  do 
happen  to  those  of  us  who 

{>lace  a  premium  on  doing  the 
ittle  things  we  can  do. 


little  things  we  can  do. 

Walters  is  member  of  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg. 


Family  Bible  Study 

Responding  to  God's  Holiness 

Isaiah  6:1-13 


Geneva  Ens 


"Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God 
Almighty,  Merciful  and 
Mighty/'  [the  hymn  based  on  v. 
3]  rings  across  the  congrega¬ 
tions,  sometimes  without  the 
deep  emotions  needed  for  true 
praise  of  God  in  His  awesome 
holiness.  According  to  the 
Holman  Illustrated  Bible 
Dictionary,  "The  biblical  use  of 
the  term  holy  has  to  do  primar¬ 
ily  with  Goa's  separating  from 
the  world  that  which  He  choos¬ 
es  to  devote  to  Himself." 

Therefore,  those  people  that 
do  become  separated  from  the 

•  i  ii  .i  %  <•  ..t  . 


fear  You,  O  Lord...  For 
You  alone  are  holy." 

As  a  member  of  the 

Trinity  and  a  part  of  r _ .  . 

God's  holiness,  the  Eng*and 
Holy  Spirit  was  sent  to  comfort  Pri 
and  direct  believers  after  the 
Christ's  ascension  and  as  such  pin 
now  indwells  His  people.  We  tra' 
speak  of  the  Holy  Bible  based  Pri 
on  John  1:1:  The  Word  was  Ch: 


Isaiah's  prophetic 
vision  encompasses 
three  dimensions  of 
God's  majesty — His  . 
throne.  His  tram,  and 
the  temple  (v.l)— the 
throne  emphasizes 
His  kingly  powers; 
the  train  that  filled 
the  Temple  bespeaks 
ind  both  His  totalitari¬ 

an  Kingship  and  High 
Priesthood;  and  the  Temple  is 
the  focal  point  ‘for  worship¬ 
ping  God.  [Hebrews  5  por¬ 
trays  the  Old  Testament  High 
Priest  as  a  forerunner  of 
Christ's  position.]  Moreover, 


sinful  world  through  faith  in  sins  before  this  holy  God  and 
the  Lord  Jesus  Chnst  share  in  was  purged  (vv.  5-7),  we  too 

God's  holiness,  or  His  right-  must  recognize  the  holiness  with  humility  as  demonstrat- 
eous  nature.  His  perfection,  of  God  and  confess  our  sins,  ed  by  their  covering  their 
These  believers  are  referred  to  God  is  not  just  another  god;  faces  with  their  wings  (w.  2- 
as  saints  [literally,  "holy  ones"].  He  is  the  Creator  of  every-  3).  This  offers  an  example  to 
They  have  been  sanctified  [set  thing  on,  above,  and  below  us  of  how  reverent  we  should 
apart].  God  alone  is  "majestic  the  earth;  His  Shekinah  glory  be  in  our  worship  of  God. 
in  holiness  "(Ex.  15:11,  NIV].  fills  the  earth  through  the  When  Isaiah  saw  this  heav- 
Rev.  15:4  adds,  "Who  shall  not  light  shed  by  Jesus  Christ.  enly  scene,  he  realized  his  sin- 


made  flesh  and  dwells  among  God's  use  of  us  in  verse  8  sug- 
us.  Jesus  is  the  personification  gests  the  Godhead, 
of  God's  holiness.  Thus,  holy  In  Isaiah's  vision, 

specifically  implies  the  attribut-  seraphim,  or  heavenly  beings, 
es  of  God  in  all  His  glory  and  offered  praise  and  adoration 
manifestations.  to  God.  Their  worshipful  — 

Just  as  Isaiah  confessed  his  "holy,  holy,  holy" —  proclaims 

that  God  is  without  compari¬ 
son.  These  beings  were  rilled 
with  humility  as  demonstrat¬ 
ed  by  their  covering  their 


ful  state.  Furthermore,  he  message  of  doom  to  deliver, 
knew  he  had  lived  among  sin-  but  he  served  God  faithfully, 
ful  mankind.  It  was  then  that  Flistorically,  Isaiah's  vision 
he  expressed  his  distress:  "woe  came  at  a  low  point  in  Israel's 
is  me’'  (v.  5).  Isaiah's  heart  was  history.  The  deaths  of  Judah's 
contrite;  therefore,  the  touching  Uzziah  in  740  BC  and  Israel's 
of  the  coal  of  fire  to  his  lips  King  Jeroboam  III  in  753  BC 
symbolically  removed  his  sins  marked  the  beginning  of  the 
and  made  him  ready  for  the  end  of  both  kingdoms.  [For 
mission  God  had  for  him.  Israel  the  demise  was  immedi- 

Isaiah  then  readily  answered,  ate;  for  Judah  more  than  a  cen- 
"Here  am  I,  send  me"(v.8).  His  tury  elapsed  before  their  judg- 
first  three  words  were  the  same  ment.]  Yet,  Isaiah  was  ready  to 
ones  Samuel  used  in  his  commit-  answer  God's  call  to  prophesy 
ment  to  God  when  God  called  to  these  hard-hearted  Israelites, 
him  to  be  a  judge  and  prophet  We  live  in  like  times-  times 
(ISam.  3:4,9).  Other  Biblical  lead-  when  only  God  can  bring  hope 
ers  responded  in  similar  fashion  to  a  decaying  world.  Jeremiah 
including  Jacob  (Gen.  31:11),  tells  us  that  me  heart  "is  deceit- 
Moses  (Ex.  3:4),  and  Ananias  ful  above  all  things"  (17:9).  In 
(Acts  9:10).  Many  present-day  contrast,  believers  must  have  a 
missionaries,  answering  that  deep  love  for  righteousness 
same  call,  have  given  up  the  lux-  and  serve  God  faithfully, 
uries  of  America — most  often  liv-  Our  genera tion-our  nation- 

ing  in  deprived  areas — in  order  must  acknowledge  God's  sover- 
to  tell  others  of  the  love  of  God.  eignty  and  especially  His  holi- 
God's  call  is  consistent  as  is  His  ness  m  order  to  avoid  a  punish- 
holiness  and  glory.  ment  similar  to  Israel's.  God  has 

In  verses  10  and  11,  God  blessed  America,  but  we  must 
instructed  Isaiah  to  warn  the  obey  His  commandments.  The 
Israelites  that  because  of  their  Bible  provides  ample  warning  to 

f>ast  sins  their  hearts  were  fat  a  sinful  nation. 

unreceptive];  their  ears,  heavy  - 

[never  understanding];  and  England  is  member  of  First 
their  eyes,  blind.  Isaiah  had  a  Church,  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Who  Is  Jesus? 

Luke  2:8-20,  47-51 


By  James  Walters _ 

The  Christmas  message  in  this 
passage  will  be  given  in 
December.  For  this  week  the 
focus  for  us  rdates  to  three 
Biblical  truths.  God  sent  His  Son 
Jesus  to  be  the  Savior.  God  wants 
us  to  know  Christ.  We  are  to 
declare  to  others  who  Jesus  is. 

Praise  God  for  the  Savior, 
2:8-14. 

Only  Luke  tells  us  the  full 
account  of  the  shepherd's 
response  to  the  message  of  the 
angels  concerning  the  birth  of 
Christ.  The  shepherds  were  up 
all  night  watching  their  flocks, 
protecting  their  investment. 
Cosmic  events  were  transpiring 
in  nearby  Bethlehem,  ana  they 


went  to  see  for  them¬ 
selves.  Joseph,  Mary 
and  their  child  were  w 

found  just  as  the  angel  waiters 

told  them.  The  shepherds  greatest 
praised  God  for  what  they  saw  parents 
and  left  to  tell  everyone  that  were  1 
Messiah  had  been  bom.  world  b 

The  shepherds  did  not  dad.  P 
change  Joseph  and  Mary's  cir-  Christ  7 
cumstances;  neither  did  the  hisgooc 
angels.  Had  God  asked  Marv  through 


satisfaction  must  have 
come  from  being  the 
persons  God  called  them 
to  be.  Their  life  was 
rewarding  because 
doing  die  will  of  God 
was  more  than  enough 
compensation  for  what 
they  had  to  endure. 
Their  son  would  bring 
salvation  to  the  world. 
Their  deepest  joy  and 
greatest  priority  was  in  being  the 
parents  of  the  Son  of  God.  They 


were  helping  to  change  the 
world  by  being  a  good  mom  and. 


in  nearby  Bethlehem,  and  they  had  great  exp 
were  told  of  them.  Messiah's  beginning  wh< 
birth  was  too  important  to  miss;  that  they  were 
so,  they  left  their  flocks  and  parents  of  the  S 


or  Joseph  how  His  angels  could 
help  them,  perhaps,  Uke  some 
of  us,  they  would  have  wanted 
the  angels  to  go  see  the  inn 
keeper.  Maybe  the  keeper 
would  provide  better  accom¬ 
modations,  or  at  least  give 
them  his  own  room. 

Mary  and  Joseph  must  have 
had  great  expectations  at  the 
beginning  when  they  learned 
that  they  were  going  to  be  the 
parents  of  the  Son  of  God.  Their 


Gfrnst  •and  praise  be  to  God  tor ' 
his  good  parents  who  stuck  it  out 
through  times  of  hardship. 

Tell  Others  About  the 
Savior,  Luke  2:15-20. 

The  angels  came  to  the 
shepherds  with  the  good 
news.  In  turn,  the  shepherds 
came  to  Mary  and  Joseph  to 
declare  the  same  good  news, 
and  then  left  the  stable  to  tell 
others.  They  were  eyewit¬ 
nesses.  Experiencing  God 
motivates  us  to  want  to  see 
God  at  work  in  everyone's 


life.  Some  things  are  too 
important  to  keep  to  our¬ 
selves,  but  also  some  things 
are  so  great  a  blessing  to  us 
that  we  want  to  encourage 
others  by  what  we  know 
about  Goa.  If  we  believe  peo¬ 
ple  outside  Christ  do  not 
know  what  they  are  missing, 
is  motivation  a  real  problem? 

We  read  in  verse  19  that  Mary 
tucked  away  the  message  of  the 
shepherds  and  treasured  them  in 
her  heart.  Perhaps  the  greater 
impact  of  all  Mary  had  seen  and 
heard  was  internal.  Mary's  rela¬ 
tionship  to  Christ  was  not  a 
secret  one.  There  was,  however,  a 
depth  of  wonder  for  her  child 
which  grew  and  later  blossomed 
within  as  events  in  the  life  of 
Christ  added  to  and  increased 
her  respect  for  who  He  was. 
Much  the  same  experience  is 
recorded  in  verse  51  where  Mary, 
yet  again,  stored  away  in  her 
heart  a  memory  of  her  son  which 
added  to  her  understanding  of 
who  He  was. 

Learn  About  God's  Son,  2:47- 
51. 

w\s  much  as  Mary  and 


Joseph  knew  about  their  son, 
there  was  much  more  to  be 
learned.  They  found  him  in  the 
Temple  speaking  with  the  edu¬ 
cated  sages  of  Judaism. 
Everyone  of  the  adult  listeners 
there  were  amazed  at  His  well 
developed  vocabulary,  or  His 
intellectual  grasp  of  difficult 
theological  questions,  or  the 
interest  shown  by  this  child  for 
such  unchildlike  issues.  1116116 
was  much  about  Jesus  which 
was  impressive. 

"Didn't  you  know  I  would  be 
about  my  Father's  business?" 
Jesus  asked.  The  truth  was  that 
Joseph  and  Mary  did  not  know. 
There  was  more  for  them  to  learn 
which  meant  there  would  be 
more  for  them  to  tell  Is  this  any 
less  true  for  us?  There  is  so  much 
to  learn  about  Christ  even  for 
those  of  us  who  have  known 
Him  most  of  our  life.  What  we 
learn  adds  to  what  we  have  to 
tell.  May  God  bless  us  with  learn¬ 
ing  experiences  this  week  which 
can  develop  into  sharing  experi¬ 
ences  later  on. 

Walters  is  member  of  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg. 


Sturgis  Church  in  Sturgis  (above,  background) 
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served  as  an  unofficia  gathering  point  during  the  August  20-22  Little 
Sturgis  Motorcycle  Rally,  allowing  motorcycle  enthusiasts  to  use  the 
aund  fac!llt'es  located  close  to  the  center  of  the  rally  activi- 
Jhe  church, and  volunteers  from  around  the  state 
I  handed  out  bottled  water  and  evangelistic  tracts  to  the  thousands  of 

I  niJarf5  m  ,town  fer  the  annual  rally.  The  church  also  served  as  the  head- 
q«  !!  j  •  thLe  M'ss.ss.pp,  Baptist  Convention  Board's  evangelistic 
efforts  during  the  rally.  (BR  photos  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


